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Board of Directors

President:
Timothy Walker, CGCS, Leewood Golf Club

Vice President:
Reese Wasson, Spook Rock Golf Course

Treasurer:
Ben Babbage, Storm King Golf Club

Secretary:

Evan Weymouth, Patriot Hills Golf Course
Past President:

Chris Kemble, McCann Memorial Golf Course

Directors:

Vincent Barnaba, The Powelton Club
Matt Kerens, Paramount Country Club
Jason Werbalowsky, Town of Wallkill GC

AF Rep:
Kevin Collins, Ocean Organics

Newsletter Editor .Executive Secretary:
Susan O’Dowd

Association Motto
To promote interest and good will in the Associ-
ation, encourage good relations between mem-
bers and the clubs they represent.... And to
keep up with the current developments in turf
and related work.....

Bill Smart

HVGCSA Mission Statement
The Hudson Valley Golf Course Super-
intendents Association exists to inform,
educate and serve members within the
Hudson Valley and surrounding areas.
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President’s Message

Wow, | can not believe it’s time for another
President’s Message. Another month has
passed and we are getting into the summer
season. Before we know it, it will be fall and it
will be time to start preparing for winter.

It was great to see everyone who made it out
to Paramount Country Club May 9th for the
Hudson Valley Cup. Thank you to all of our
sponsors who help make the day great. Matt
Kerens and staff had the place playing tough,

good job Matt!

Next up is Lochmor on June 13”’, | am certain Pat McNamara will have it
playing tough as this will also be the first of three Met Team Champion-
ship Qualifiers. | hope to see a strong field out there.

| would like to take a moment to recognize great benefits of the Hudson
Valley Chapter. These include two scholarships and the Big Ticket. The
July 1st deadline is fast approaching for the scholarship applications, so
be sure to get them in. The Big Ticket is a great opportunity to attend
the GIS (GCSAA National Conference) at no expense. Please check out
the website for more information.

All the best,
Tim

BIG TICKET GIVEAWAY...TRIP TO GIS

Criteria:
1, Must be active within the Assoclation,

2. Must be a Class A, B, or 0GCS member of the Hudson Valley and
be in good standing.

Package Includas:

Full Conference Reglstration

3. Have not attended the GI5 within the past 5 years, )
Alrfare

4, Must submit a brief essay as to how the trip to GIS will benefit

4 Nights Hotel
you and your facility. e b

2 Educational Seminars
(1 full day + 1 half day or the
5. Must submit a written article outlining your experience at GI5 for equivalent expensal

the Foreground Newsletter.

Due date: September 30, 2022

5200 spending allowance
*Winner will be chosen by the Board of Directors,

*The chosen candidate will not be eligible for another 5 years.

SPONSORS

A.G. Enterprises

Staff Uniforms

Rick Gordon

201-741-4500 (F) 201-575-4140
merrick160@gmail.com
www.agenterprisesonline.com

Aquatrols Corp. of America

The World Leader in Soil Surfactants

& Wetting Agents

1273 Imperial Way, Paulsboro, NJ 08066
Augie Young (C ) 518-369-0368
ayoung@aguatrols.com

BASF

We Create Chemistry

Paul Ramina: 908-413-2944
Paul.ramina@basf.com

Bayer U.S.

Backed By Bayer

Dave Sylvester: 860-841-3173
David.sylvester@bayer.com

Carriere Materials, LLC

U.S. Silica Topdressing & Bunker Sands
VFB Bunker Sands, Partac TopDressing
Bill Carriere: 914-939-4884
bc1000@verizon.net

Davey Tree Expert Company

Greg Ellife: 914-668-5628 (Mt.Vernon)
Greg Gutter: 914-241-8110 (Mt.Kisco)
Jeremiah Green: 203-967-6900 (Norwalk)
John Wickes: 914-906-3264 (Westchester)

DeBuck’s Sod Farm of NY, Inc.
120 DeBuck’s Drive

Pine Island, NY 10969

Greg DeBuck: 845-258-4131
debucksodfarmny.com

Double D Turf, LLC

P O Box 1090

Hightstown, NJ 08520

Dennis DeSantis: 732-580-5516

E-Z-GO | Cushman, Division of Textron
Andy Bulizak, PGA

(C) 973-617-7478

abulizak@textron.com

Finch Turf

John Deere Golf & Sports Turf Equipment
George Corgan: (C) 914-893-0868
www.Finchturf.com

Twitter: @finchturf

Fisher & Son, Company

Green Industry Professionals Since 1928
Mike Weber: (C) 347-486-0480
mweber@fisherandson.com



For Organic Use

EarthMAX Organic

Give your turf a taste of the | -
organic aisle.

Now OMRI listed for organic use, EarthMAX Organic
contains 22% organic carbon content and is packed
with beneficial biology. Give it a try to see how it EarthMAX® Orgapi
provides balance to your soil structure and improves

nutrient uptake. Your turf will thank you.

For details, visit harrells.com or call your
Harrell's sales representative today at 800.282.8007.

A |
[

Harrell’s www.harrells.com | 800.282.8007

Growing a Better World® Employee -Owned
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On Monday June 13", Pat McNamara and Lochmor
Golf Course will host HVGCSA members and their
guests for a fun day out on the links. This meeting is
also the qualifier for the Met Team Championship.
HVGCSA members will compete for the right to repre-
sent the association at the annual Met event held every
fall. The team will be comprised of eight golfers (4
gross and 4 net participants).

About Pat:

You can’t talk about Pat without talking about the
legacy of the McNamara family. If you look at the
HVGCSA Directory, you'll notice the history. Father
Ray, member since 1970. Brother Mike, member since
1978. And Pat, member since 1989. And, let’s not forget
brother Terry, who also was a HVGCSA member. At
one point in time, all four McNamara’s were superin-
tendents at golf courses in Sullivan County. Collectively
they were known as “McNamara’s Band” or, my favorite
description, the “Royal Family of the Catskills.”

Pat was born in Barea, Ohio. Pat’s dad Ray worked in
the salt mines under Lake Erie. The family’s stay in Be-
rea didn’t last long. Ray moved the family to Warren
County, PA. so he could work on the construction of
the Kinzua Dam. Located within the Allegheny Nation-
al Forest, it is one of the largest dams in the U.S. east of
the Mississippi River. It spans the Allegheny River.

When that project wound down, Ray moved the family
to Ellenville, NY. Ray got a job working as a mechanic
on the golf course at Homowack Lodge. In those days,
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there were many thriving resorts in the Catskills and
most of them had golf courses. And they were jammed
packed every summer with guests travelling up from
NYC to spend a couple of weeks. The advent of Jet trav-
el kind of doomed the Catskills as a vacation hotspot,
but that’s a story to be told at a different time.

Ray moved up through the ranks and took over as su-
perintendent at the course. All the McNamara boys
ended up working for dad as teenagers. “I started work-
ing for my dad at Homowack Lodge when I was 15,” Pat
reminisced, “it was string trimming and raking bun-
kers, just like it was for my brothers.”

Pat’s first superintendent’s position was at The Pines
Hotel and Resort. “The Pines had a 9-hole course. We
took care of that and the ski hill in the winter.” Pat stat-
ed.

After the Pines, Pat moved on to Swan Lake. It was a
brief stay. Pat took a year off from golf to work as a log-
ger. Then it was on to Apple Greens G.C. in New Paltz
where he oversaw the opening of the front nine and
grew in the back nine. Then it was back to logging.

Pat’s next position was as the superintendent at Kutch-
ers Resort where he took care of the course for 16 years.
And nine years ago, Pat took over the superintendent’s
position for both Tarry Brae G.C. and Lochmor G.C. in
South Fallsburg, N.Y.



LOCHMOR GC TO HOST JUNE MEETING....cont'd

SPONSORS

Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc.
Getting back to the McNamara family, what sustained them was the fact that Serving Turfgrass Professionals Since 1978
they were close and hung together. And they would always pitch in and help Ryahiaveny Relth Kublk | Nick Alley
: . « . . (0) 973-252-6634
each other out, and they still do to this day. “When Dad was still working, the Www.GRIturf.com | sales@GRIturf.com
four of us would get together once a week to play golf,” Pat laughed, “we’'d

play in our work boots and drink beer afterwards.”

Harrell's
Growing a Better World Partner for Success
Scott Tretera: 914-262-8638

So where are the McNamara’s now? Ray is retired. Terry works as a cook in Jim Seaman: 518-365-5409
. . . . . , www.harrells.com
the NYS prison system. Mike is still taking care of the Grossinger’s property, stretera@harrells.com
even though the course isn’t open. And Pat, in addition to his gig at Tarry jseaman@harrells.com
Brae and Lochmor, also has a company that does spray applications at other
golf courses and properties. Mike occasionally will lend him a hand at those Metro Turf Specialists
jobs. "Customers, Our Top Priority”

Matt / Scott / Rich / Todd
(O) 203-748-4653 (GOLF)
www.metroturfspecialists.com

When not working, Pat loves to ride his Harley Davidson motorcycle.

MTE Equipment Solutions

10 Green Mountain Drive
Cohoes, NY 12047

(0) 518-783-0668
mteequipmentsolutions.com

Noble Turf

25 Roland Avenue

Mount Laurel, NJ 08054

Brian Bontemps: 845-239-7959

Ocean Organics

828 Center Meadow Lane
Danbury, CT 06810

Kevin Collins: Territory Manager
(C) 914-621-1151
kevin@oceanorganics.com

Plant Food Company, Inc.
The Liguid Fertilizers Experts

About Lochmor: chk Neufeld. 973'945'6318
Tom Weinert: 914-262-0111
Both Tarry Brae and Lochmor were built in the late 1950’s. The Architect for Dave Conrad: 914-263-3244
both courses was William Mitchell. He designed and renovated over 200
courses in the Eastern U.S. during his career. Saratoga Sod Farm
1670 Route 4
Lochmor is a fun course to play. From the back tees, it’s 6550 yards. It’s a fair Stillwater, NY 12170

Laurie Griffen: 518-664-5038

course that won'’t “beat you up” according to Pat. Scott Gallup: 518-320-2169

Amazingly, Pat maintains both courses with a crew of 11. It’s not by choice. “I

could use three more guys,” Pat laughed. Satch Sales, Inc.

63 Broadway, Menands, NY 12204
Bernie Jorgensen

. . 518-281-4371
Pat looks forward to seeing a good turnout for the meeting!!

Kevin



METRO

Turf Specialists

Customers, Our TOF Priority.
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Team Metro is proud to be a HVGCSA
Platinum Sponsor!

Scott Apgar Rich Apgar
(914) 879-9357 (516) 216-0731
Scott. ApgarfiMetroTurfSpecialists com Rich Apgar@MetroTurfSpecialists com
Todd Apgar Matt Topazio
(203)948-404]1 (845) 821-8986

Todd Apgari@MetroTurfSpecialists.com  Matt. Topazio@mMetroTurfSpecialists com
www metreturfspecialists com

Follow us on Social Media

@metroturfing

O O @



‘ Comuni'l' and Golf

On April 29™ the Millbrook Golf and Tennis Club was able to host a First Green field trip.
WHAT....A...... DAY! We had about (60) 3™ grade students, 5 teachers, 6 chaperones, all
from the Alden Place Elementary School in the Millbrook School district. Also on hand were
some distinguished industry personnel including: Kevin Doyle (6CSAA), Mike McCall
(METGCSA), Kevin Kline (MGA), Tony DeBonis (local beekeeper) and our HVGCSA guys........
Matt Topazio, Brent Thompson, Brian Bontemps, Ryan Avery, and Chris Kemble. I do have to
add that this is a great outreach program for you Audubon Certified golf courses.

The interaction from the students was non-stop, great to see them outside and enjoying
what we have to offer on the property especially after what they (we) have been through
the past two years. We had five stations set up on the golf course:

Equipment demos and a putting contest

Cool Tools from the golf course

Beekeeping 101

Water Quality, Irrigation, and Water Testing
Soils and Cup Cutting

The trip only lasted about 2 hours but the memories that everyone took away will last a life-
time. I can't thank the industry volunteers that helped out, without them, we would not have
been able to make it happen. Prizes for the putting contest were given out, and all the kids
received a swag bag of GCSAA goodies. Heck, even some of our office and kitchen staffers
were out there learning about what we do as well.

If you'd like to give it a shot, hosting a field trip that is, please contact me and I'd be glad to
help in any way I can. "

Cheers,
Dan Wilber
GCSAA First Green Liaison

FIRST
/) GREEN




MAKE YOUR
GOLF COURSE
SHINE

Trees are important
elements for any attractive
and inviting golf course.

By maintaining trees with
someone you trust, you help
ensure many enjoyable
tee-offs for your golfers.

To enhance the beauty of
your course, call the golf
course specialists and
certified arborists at Davey
today for a consultation.

DAVEY%.

Proven Solutions for a Growing World

Stamford  203-967-6900 Full Service Tree Care
Eimsford  914-345-8733 Tree Pruning and Fertilization
Mt Kisco 914-241-8110 Lightning Protection | Cabling
Rockland 845-354-3400  The Davey Tree Expert Company
Mt. Vernon 914-668-5628 davey.com




udson Valley News of Interest,

By: Kevin Collins

. *Metro’s Matt Topazio and his
- girl Beth recently attended a
Kentucky Derby party. After
Beth finished her second bottle
of Pinot Grigio and called him
Mark, Matt thought it might be
a good time to leave. Matt was
a little crushed and lamented,
“This happens every time she
drinks wine with a straw.”

V¥ *Watching his son getting

. ready for his first prom
" stirred up personal prom
"4 memories for Storr Trac-
tor’'s Guy Gurney which he
felt compelled to share
with the young man. Guy’s
. prom memories, regretta-
bly, made his son gag.

*Patriot Hill's Super Evan Weymouth is seen at Knollwood CC
after hitting a hybrid onto 287 West. The shot was so dreadful,
Evan got physically ill and spewed.

10

*After his Orange County house was foreclosed
on, Southern Dutchess Super Jeff Newell hooked
up his trailer and dragged it over to the club. His
new abode is located adjacent to the third green.
After work and a few libations, Jeff entertains
himself by slurring at and heckling club members.

*Powelton Club Super Vincent Barnaba recently
took delivery on a new sprayer. This 75-gallon
lightweight beauty replaced the 300-gallon spray-
er that Vinny had specified in his 2022 capital
budget. When Vinny asked the club why the 300-
gallon sprayer was nixed he was told the club was
going to “use the savings to buy more jumbo
shrimp.”



WESTCHESTER TURF SUPPLY

! SERVING THE FINE

TURF PROFESSION

PROUDLY SERVING THE HVGCSA
SINCE 1976

PRECISION

LABORATORIES
f:‘&?fhu%!: ':t['.({’f ot

STANDARD
GOLF iz

QUALITY PRODUCTS! SUPERIOR SERVICE!
SEE US ON THE WERB:
WWW. WESTCHESTERTURF.COM

CALL ON US ANYTIME!

Bob Lippman, Jr: (C) 914-447-6257 bob@westchesterturf.com
Dave Lippman: (C) 914-447-5192 Dave@westchesterturf.com

11



SAVE-THE-DATE SPONSORS

Site One Landscape Supply
"Stronger Together”

2 John Walsh Blvd

Peekskill, NY 10566

Chad Mathieu: 914-539-5675
cmathieu@siteone.com

Soil Solutions, LLC

DRILL & FILL - Aerification Professfionals
7 Whittemore PI, Rye Brook, NY 10573
Anthony & John Decicco

(0) 914-393-0659
soilsolutionslic369@gmail.com

Storr Tractor Company

[ ) [ ]
3191 Highway 22, Branchburg, NJ 08876
Nlne & Dlne Steve Bradley: 908-413-3402
Rick Krok: 908-413-3403
hosted by Guy Gurney: 908-413-5640

Jim Biordi & Dogwood Knolls

Syngenta

Manufacture of Plant Protection Products
Daconil Action, Acelepryn, Ference

John Bresnahan: 413-333-9914

Frid aY) ]uly 22, 2022 John.bresnahan@syngenta.com

Tanto Irrigation
d 1 f 11 5. N. Payne Street,
Elmsford, NY 10523
More etails to rollow...... Chase Cameron: 203-233-1482
Tim Clarke: 845-325-3868

Valley Green, Inc

205 Wilson Ave, Norwalk, CT 06854
Gregory Moran: (C) 845-901-1358
(O) 203-831-9748

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS g.moran@valleygreenusa.com

Westchester Tractor, Inc.

Cl B ] 60 International Boulevard
: Brewster, NY 10509
ass John Apple| Jeff Underhill
c 1 845-278-7766
Wlll Farnsworth WWw.wtractor.com

The Golf Club of Mansion Ridge

Westchester Turf Supply, Inc.
"Serving the HVGCSA Since 1976”
] Bob Lippman: 914-447-6257
1 Dave Lippman: 914-447-5192
Class C : info@westchesterturf.com

Jordan Michaud . .
; Winfield United
. J "We Help You Win”
The Golf Club of Mansion Ridge : B e
1 203-249-5059

rssaunders@landolakes.com



BOARD OF DIRECTORS CORNER

HOW TO STAY

I hope everyone is doing well with the 2022 golf
season now in full swing. As the days get busier I
find our workload increasing and our time coming
at a premium. We are all well aware of the need
for a work - life balance and one of the ways I per-
sonally try to achieve that is to focus on priorities
and good decision making. Not only prioritizing a
personal life, but through planning and solid deci-
sion making that leads to an efficient work day.

We all make daily decisions for ourselves as well
as our department staff members. Fix the irriga-
tion leak or finish up the pre emergent applica-
tion? Edge bunkers or catch up on rough mow-
ing? The list goes on, and always will! Sometimes
the days never seem long enough however with
well timed planning and setting priorities, those
days can become more productive. Speaking for
myself, when [ first started out as an assistant and
then head superintendent, I would put in incredi-
bly long hours. (As we all have and continue to do
at times) Looking back I can see that there were
days where I fell into the trap of putting in those
long hours simply out of habit. With some experi-
ence and admittedly age, prioritizing daily and
season tasks has led to much more efficient days.

3

Through this efficiency, jobs are still getting done

and course conditions still meet or exceed expec-
tations.

Some things are still beyond our control or timing
but there is a satisfaction to getting a full day’s
work done and still having some time at home.
The old phrase, work smarter not harder, certainly
applies. So with all that said, I wish everyone an
enjoyable summer, on and off the golf course.

Reese Wasson




We Pride Ourselves in
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Customer,Service

Technical Support
o 2 Quality*Products

\Wercarrysattullflincfoffturfmaintenance supplics: T
T2 SSISECd MItO0] SO O HICOUTS A CCESSOTICS NS 0115y
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f www.facebook.com/GrassRootsTurf &\0@ o GraSS ROOtS
@ www.twitter.com/GrassRootsTurf 4-&% Turf Pde“CtS

o :

www.griturf.com
Address: 4 Middlebury Blvd., Suite 7, Randolph, NJ 07869
Phone: 973-252-6634 - Email: sales@griturf.com

Follow & TweetUs
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Thank You!

HYV Cup Sponsors T‘

Platinum Sponsor

Grass Roots
Davey Tree
Harrell’s
Metro Turf Specialists
Site One
Westchester Turf Supply
Storr Tractor

Beverage Cart Sponsor
Plant Food

Tee Sponsor

A.G. Enterprises
Aquatrols
BASF
Bayer
DeBuck Sod Farm
Double D Turf
Executive/Synergy Turf
E-Z-GO/Cushman
Finch Turf
Fisher & Son
MTE Equipment
Noble Turf
Ocean Organics
Satch Sales
Saratoga Sod Farm
Soil Solutions
Syngenta
Tanto Irrigation
Valley Green
Westchester Tractor
Winfield United

HV Cup @ Paramount....recap

Let me first start off by
stating it’s an honor to take
the reigns from a Hudson
Valley legend, Mr. Bill Luthin.
Hopefully, | can utilize tech-
nology a little more then Bill
did and not take noteson a
bar napkin with a borrowed
pen. Ha-Ha!

It was a great day and we had
a nice turnout for our Annual
Fundraiser and HV Cup Tour-
nament. | hope everyone enjoyed the event as much as | did. It was a pleas-
ure to spend the day at Paramount Country Club. Magically the sun came out
and graced us all day. Many thanks to Matt and his entire staff for having the
course in outstanding condition. Thanks to the rest of the staff inside and
outside for assisting with all our needs, including excellent food and drinks.
Thanks to all the sponsors for their continued support. Matt may not have
been aware of this, but the beverage cart operator needed a property tour
and a lesson on where not to go. First day on the job lead to the cart being in
a few spots not warranted by any superintendent.

Congratulation to all the winners, especially our host Matt & Team Para-
mount who took home the trophy with a Low Net of (58).

Results: This was a Net Tournament.

First Low Net & HV Cup Winner: Team Paramount (58)
Matt Kerens | Chris Arkin | Brian Chapin |[Ron Meyer

Second Low Net: Team Southern Dutchess|Rotella (59)
Jeff Newell | Scott Estey | Greg Browne | Tim Donnery
(match of cards against Team Brae Burn & Team Beekman)

Long Drive: Mike Scapperotti, Team Dogwood Knolls

Closest to the Pin:
#4 - Will Farnsworth, GC at Mansion Ridge (16’10”)
#12 - Brian Chapin, Rolling Green GC (4’8”)
#18 - Brian O’Malley, Rivervale CC (3'9”)
(Hopefully someone made the putt)

Things are tough right now! Hang in there
everyone.

Cheers,
Matt T.

15



Hudson Valley Cup @ Paramount Country Club

—




Hudson Valley Cup @ Paramount Country Club
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Upcoming
Meetings

July 22™
Nine & Dine
Dogwood Knolls Golf
Course

August 15"
Links @ Union Vale w/
NYSTA

September 22"
Villa Roma
(Met Team Qualifier)

October 3™
Mahopac Golf Club
(Met Team Qualifier)

November 19"
Tailgate Party at West
Point
w/MetGCSA

December TBD
Year End Social Event
Billy Joe’s Ribworks

586 Loch Sheldrake Hurleyville Rd, Loch Sheldrake, NY
Monday, June 13, 2022

HOST: Patrick McNamara, CGS

9:30 Registration

10:30 Shotgun Start - Format: Stroke Play

Lunch:  On the turn (Burgers & Hotdogs)

3:00 Awards, Buffet & Cash Bar

Fee: $80 per person / $40 Dinner Only
Dress Code: Proper golf attire

\o/ ’ A
L ©grass roots E_FE METRO

Turf Specialists
STORR TRACTOR COMPANY

SiteOne E A | ”
& siteOne DAVEY% I Harrell’s
Stronger Together ® ’ Growing a Better World®

4-““’.'“

9 PLANT
B el oo [PREE @

NOBLE Ocean Organics®

TURI syng‘enta Executive /Synergy Turf

To Register: Click 11121
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https://www.hvgcsa.org/events.html#!/JUNE-MEETING-06-13/p/468703827/category=0

AVAILABLE AT a SiteOne

DO MORE
~ WITH -

LESCO

With three new enhanced efficiency fertilizers and a revolutionary line of
carbon-based products, we're giving you new ways to get the most from every
acre. These technologies are engineered for those who want to deliver more,

compromise less, and push turf conditions to the next level.

okl

EiMios ©

ANNIVERSARY

=

Explore our redefined lineup at LESCO.com/Upgrade.




GOLF ETIQUETTE & RULES by Kevin Doyle

A lot has happened in the golf in-
dustry during and since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. While it

= would be easy to go off on a dia-
tribe about the many altered as-
pects, one difference stands out

8 among the rest: Increased rounds
have pumped life into many facili-
ties.

15 With full memberships — and
even waiting lists — at some private clubs, to full tee-
sheets, reduced outings, and increased revenue at daily
fee facilities, golf is revitalized. Conversations with
many GCSAA members have proven to me that this
much needed increased engagement has come with a
notably increased lack of etiquette. It doesn’t matter
what type of facility, there are more balls in the air.
There are more swings being taken. More carts are
finding their way on the property. Not all of these are
beneficial. What can be done?

Increased rounds don’t necessarily equate to more sto-
ries of staff under siege by flying golf balls. Simple
math would prove that having more golfers and tighter
tee-times does increase the number of opportunities
for issues. Do the new and returning golfers deserve
the blame for seeming additional instances of staff be-
ing hit or nearly hit by golf balls? There is no way to
know, after all, it’s a problem that existed when the
game was struggling for players too.

Again, increased rounds mean more swings, more div-
ots, and more ball marks. Some repaired by respectful
golfers, many not. Tee markers, divot boxes, golf carts
seem to have fallen target to more than their fair share
of wayward golf club attacks. Unfortunately, the proper
turf isn’t always the target of these swings these days.
Add to that list, the occurrence of divots taken out of
greens and collars seem to be on the rise too. Learning
of this unnecessary and unwanted damage through
conversations has increased, and the prevalence of
such despair on social media mirrors that up-tick too.
None of this is new to our industry professionals, but
the seeming growth of these occurrences have become
alarming.

Golf cart traffic created an agronomic situation in re-
cent years that has been difficult to address, most nota-

20

bly when they all were driven where they be-
longed. Wayward carts aren’t anything new, yet
more vehicles making their way on to the course
seems to have increased the number of carts in
undesirable situations. Harming turf, ropes, and
carts does more than add work to superinten-
dents, it damages the bottom line of the facility.
Is the lack of etiquette part of the new golf cul-
ture? I sure hope not. It seemed to me that dur-
ing the lean golf years, facilities were so thrilled
to have players that many overlooked indiscre-
tions in favor of revenue. I have heard about facil-
ities now getting more aggressive in tracking
down perpetrators of damage and holding them
accountable. One facility has begun communica-
tions at every interaction point of the golf course.
All staff are given scripts to tell every member/
customer the expectations and etiquette required
during their round, no matter how many times
they may have heard them.

Is a full-blown communication program going to
fill every divot, fix every ball mark and keep every
cart where it belongs? I highly doubt it, yet if it
keeps your staff safer, it’s a positive result. If the
message delivered enlightens even just a few una-
ware golfers to embrace the etiquette that makes
our game special, then it will have made a differ-
ence for the better.




STORR TRACTOR COMPANY

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY

YOUR LOCAL SUPPLIER OF TORO IRRIGATION AND EQUIPMENT
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Message our Service Techs
with STC Connect for fast and
easy repair assistance.

Go online and visit Questions about products,

our website to see our parts, irrigation or service?
entire line of products. Call us sowe can help.
Branchburg: 908-722-9830 Branchburg: 908-300-6476

www.storrtractor.com
Ronkonkoma: 631-588-5222 Ronkonkoma: 908-458-1535




GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

Get started on Facility BMP Manual

Once your state BMP manual is available through GCSAA’s BMP Planning Guide and Template you can easily create
a facility BMP manual for your facility. Access is easy with your GCSAA website member log-in using the link imme-
diately below, then select the facility BMP icon and go. Webinars are available to assist you with this easy to use
tool.

Access the Facility BMP tool»

EXCEL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

ENCEL

The EXCEL Leadership Program offers leadership training for personal, career, and community/industry steward-
ship for assistant superintendents; the future leaders in the golf course management industry. Applications for
the 2022 class are open through June 16.

The program

The EXCEL Leadership Program features two, two-day education and training sessions and a trip to the annual
GCSAA Conference and Trade Show for assistant golf course superintendents. The education and travel for 2022-
2023 includes:

e Fall Meeting, TBD

e GCSAA Conference and Trade Show, Feb. 6-9, 2023, Orlando
Spring Meeting, TBD

Applicants must be:

e Currently employed as an assistant golf course superintendent within the United States (including Alaska and
Hawaii) or Canada.

e A (Class C member of GCSAA

Able to participate for three full years

For more information and to apply, visit the link: EXCEL Leadership Program | GCSAA

Upcoming Education:

Best Management Practices for Turfgrass Soil Testing and Application Travis Shaddox, Ph.D. June 16 @ noon
Irrigation Water Quality and Soil Problems Glen Obear, Ph.D. June 28 @ noon

Factors that Affect Pesticide Fate & Behavior on the Golf Course Travis Gannon, Ph.D. July 13 @ noon

Course Marking - Local Rules & Best MARKING Practices for Your Golf Course Todd Stice Aug. 23 @ 2 p.m.

Again, if | can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org  Follow me on Twitter @ GCSAA_NE

22


https://www.gcsaa.org/foundation/education/excel-leadership-program
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7707002988358663439
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8527484953443377421
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6384297097015584784
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1455498731483287308
mailto:kdoyle@gcsaa.org
https://www.gcsaa.org/environment/bmp-planning-guide#:~:text=Get%20started%20on,Facility%20BMP%20tool%C2%BB

