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President:  

Evan Weymouth, Patriot Hills Golf Course 

Vice President:  
Jason Werbalowsky, Town of Wallkill GC 

 

Treasurer:  
Will O’Brien, Villa Roma Golf Club 

 

Secretary: 
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Directors: 

Ben Babbage, Storm King Golf Club 
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Susan O’Dowd 
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Association Motto 

To promote interest and good will in the Associ-

ation, encourage good relations between mem-

bers and the clubs they represent….  And to 

keep up with the current developments in turf 

and related work…..  

Bill Smart 

HVGCSA Mission Statement 
The Hudson Valley Golf Course Super-

intendents Association exists to inform, 
educate and serve members within the 
Hudson Valley and surrounding areas. 

 

The Country Club of Otterkill 
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Big Ticket Giveaway  

My Trip to the GIS 
By: Brian O’Malley 
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SPONSORS 
 

 
 
Advanced Turf Solutions  
Gregory Moran: (C) 845-901-1358 
Brian Goudey: (C) 518-764-7582 
Jeremy Stachowicz: (C ) 413-212-2115 
Stephen Bartro: (C ) 272-200-9816 
 
 
A.G. Enterprises 
Staff Uniforms 
Rick Gordon 
201-741-4500  (F) 201-575-4140 
merrick160@gmail.com 
www.agenterprisesonline.com 
 
 
Aquatrols Corp. of America 
1273 Imperial Way 
Paulsboro, NJ 08066 
Dave Libby (C) 207-303-9964 
dlibby@aquatrols.com 
 
 
BASF 
We Create Chemistry 
Jarad Luknicki:  (C) 914-806-4823  
jarad.luknicki@basf.com 
 
 
Carriere Materials, LLC 
U.S. Silica Topdressing & Bunker Sands 
VFB Bunker Sands, Partac TopDressing 
Bill Carriere: 914-939-4884  
bc1000@verizon.net 
 
 
Davey Tree Expert Company 
Frank Molina: 914-241-8110 (Westchester) 
John Wickes: 914-906-3264 (Rockland / Orange) 
www.davey.com 
 
 
ENVU 
243 Robertson Way 
Lincoln Park, NJ 07035 
Pat Quinlan: 973– 715-3362 
patrick.quinlan@envu.com 
 
 
Executive Turf & Synergy Turf 
“Aquaritan Nano Technology” 
Ken Gentile: 203-496-0891 
executiveturfproducts@gmail.com 
 
 
Finch Turf 
John Deere Golf & Sports Turf Equipment 
SALES-PARTS-SERVICE 
800-783-3373 
www.Finchturf.com | @finchturf 
 
 
First Turf & Ornamental 
3349 Monroe Ave - Suite 290 
Rochester, NY 14618 
Andy Eick: 774-210-0455 
 

 

As we get into May, the golf season is quickly ramping up. 

I hope everyone has had a successful start to their spring 

season. Our April meeting at SUNY Delhi- Field & Demo 

Day was a great success for year 1. We rolled with punches 

(snow) and still found time to go outdoors for all the 

equipment demonstrations. Next on tap for the HVGCSA 

is our May meeting at Country Club of Otterkill on May 12th, hosted by 

Frank Betro for a 2-man scramble. 

I will be up in Albany, NY that day representing the Hudson Valley at NY 

Golf Day helping promote the initiatives and awareness that the Empire 

State Golf Alliance has been working towards over the last couple of 

years. I invite anyone who is interested in representing our association 

and industry to come up for the day. 

Everywhere I go it seems like robots are taking over. It is clearly the 

trend, and the future. I think a lot of people, including myself, were 

skeptical in the beginning on multiple fronts: cost, taking away jobs, 

high maintenance. However, I think they can only help us reallocate our 

labor to areas that need devoted manpower. I am excited to be demoing 

some different brands this spring and can’t wait to see how their produc-

tivity can help us at Patriot Hills. 

I hope everyone has a successful end to their spring and enters the    

summer well prepared. Catch your breath now, every summer in a roller 

coaster. See everyone at our Hudson Valley Cup at Powelton in June. 

 

Evan Weymouth 
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Country Club at Otterkill to Host May Meeting 
On Tuesday, May 12th, Superintendent Frank Betro and Otterkill CC will host the HVGCSA’s May meeting. The last 
time Otterkill hosted the HVGCSA was in 2010 for the Hudson Valley Cup. Frank and his family (who own the 
club) are looking forward to a big turnout and a great day on the links for the association’s members and guests. 

 

All About Frank 

Frank was born in Goshen, NY in 1990, not far from the club. The Betro family 
are firmly established in Goshen. Frank’s dad Joseph is currently the Town  
Supervisor and owns and operates Delancey’s, a local bar and restaurant in      
Goshen. In addition, the Betro family operates two local catering venues for   
weddings and events. In 2016, Joseph purchased Otterkill CC with the intent of  
expanding the family catering business and improving the golf course and the 
property.    

 

Frank’s foray into golf was a little later than most. “I went to Johnson & Wales 
University and graduated with a degree in Business Management,” Frank said, 
“in 2013, I went to work for a company called Telecon Solutions. To tell you the 

truth, I didn’t like my job. When my dad bought Otterkill, I went to work at the club in the kitchen.” 

Frank got to know and like Jason Werbalowsky, the superintendent of Otterkill at the time the family bought the 
club. “I ended up working on the grounds crew for Jason,” Frank said, “I worked my way up and learned every    
aspect of golf course maintenance. Jason was my mentor. Eventually, I became the superintendent. This is my 5th 
season in that role and I love it” 

Frank takes care of the 136-acre property with a crew of nine. One of the more positive improvements on the golf 
course has been the installation of a new Toro Links irrigation system three years ago. The clubhouse has under-
gone renovations and improvements. A new pool and banquet area have been added. “We have a great member-
ship,” said Frank, “we persevere to keep everything in great shape for them.” 

On a personal note, Frank and his wife Emily live locally and have a     
4-year old son Robert and a 1-year old daughter Helen. 

 

The Course 

A William Mitchell design, Otterkill opened its doors for play in 1957. 
The par-72 course plays 6,850 yards from the back tees. The course   
rating is 73.8 and the slope is 139. Since 2000, the course has hosted US   
Amateur, the MGA’s “Ike”, and NY State Open qualifiers.  

The course will most likely be played at a shorter  yardage for the 
meeting, we hope!! The tournament committee has been showcasing 
our Orange and     Sullivan County courses the past few years. Please 
show your support. We hope to see you at the meeting on 5/12. 

By: Kevin Collins 
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You probably didn’t know that 
before he got into golf, Patriot 
Hill’s Evan Weymouth was a pro-
fessional bull rider. In fact, that’s 
where he met Sally, he met her 
on the PBR Tour. Sally worked as 
a medic for all the riders who got 
injured on the tour. Evan decided 
to hang it up after taking a bull-
horn in the butt. Sally stitched 
Evan up and the rest is history.  

This is what happened to Putnam GC’s 
Super Jeff Newell’s maintenance facility 
after he decided to deep fry a frozen   
turkey in his shop. Oy to the Vey!!!!  

Powelton Club Super Mike Aube has been a little distraught lately. Goats have 
again taken over the course despite Mike’s best efforts to prevent that from 
happening. “I’m at my wits end,” Mike lamented, “First, I drove the goats to 
Buffalo, dropped them off, and figured my problems were over. But no, they 
ended up walking all the way back to Newburgh. And since they came back, 
they’ve been multiplying. The females are dropping baby “kids” every day. And 
boy do they smell. I can smell them blocks away from the course. But the   
members love them. I’m so screwed!” Club officials have been talking about 
organizing a goat petting zoo for the member’s children. Stay tuned!!  

 
Fisher & Son’s Mike Weber has had another brainstorm in forming a unique first-time 
professional sports league. Last month it was the inaugural PGA Disabled Tour. Now 
Mike has organized the first ever professional 40 lb. and under midget wrestling league. 
“It just started up,” said Mike, “we have 4 teams at the moment and we anticipate that 
it’ll grow as time goes on. And the best part is that we don’t have to pay the midget 
wrestlers. All the midget wrestlers are from a defunct midget bar toss league that was 
very popular about a decade ago. All they want is a good buzz. They’re content to take 
booze, beer, and a little nose candy as payment, the little drunks. We’re going to make 
some serious money with this venture” 

 

 

By: Kevin Collins 
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SPONSORS 
 
 
Fisher & Son, Company 
Green Industry Professionals Since 1928 
Mike Weber: (C) 347-486-0480 
mweber@fisherandson.com 
@WebbyTurf 
 
 
Grassland Equipment & Irrigation 
Ray Warren: 845-260-0518 (Equipment) 
rwarren@grasslandcorp.com 
Jeff Joedicke: 838-218-8569 (Irrigation) 
jjoedicke@grasslandcorp.com 
 
 
Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc. 
Serving Turfgrass Professionals Since 1978 
Ryan Avery | Keith Kubik | Nick Alley 
(O) 973-252-6634 
www.GRIturf.com | sales@GRIturf.com 
 
 
Harrell’s 
“Growing a Better World. Partners for Success” 
Scott Tretera: 914-262-8638 
stretera@harrells.com 
Jim Seaman: 518-365-5409 
jseaman@harrells.com 
 
 
Metro Turf Specialists 
“Customers, Our TOP Priority” 
Scott/Todd/Rich/Matt/Andy/Branden  
(O) 203-748-4653 (GOLF) 
@metroturfinc 
 
 
MTE Equipment Solutions 
10 Green Mountain Drive 
Cohoes, NY 12047 
Julie Lasher & Phil Klaiber 
518-783-0668 
 
 
Noble Turf  
25 Roland Avenue 
Mount Laurel, NJ  08054 
Brian Bontemps: 845-239-7959 
 
 
Ocean Organics 
Biostimulants, Fertility & Surfactants 
“All Made With Love in Maine” 
Kevin Collins: (C) 914-621-1151 
kevin@oceanorganics.com 
@kcseweed 
 
 
Plant Food Company, Inc. 
The Liquid Fertilizers Experts 
Dick Neufeld: 973-945-6318 
Tom Weinert: 914-262-0111   
Dave Conrad: 914-263-3244 
Tom Pepe: 609-751-1372 
 
 
 
 
 

BIG TICKET GIVEAWAY….TRIP TO GIS 2026 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

 

Member on the Move 

 

Chris Marra 

Was at Syngenta is now at Harrell’s 

 
 

 

 

Deadline: September 30, 2026 
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Ray & Jarad Demeo 

Delhi Field & Demo Day 
By: Evan Weymouth  

What a great first year we had for this event! Unfortunately, the Sunday weather did not cooperate with 

golf, but that did not stop Steve Whipple & his wife, Kevin Doyle, and Ron Stepanek from spending a little 

time at the Delhi Golf course that afternoon. The event would not have been as successful if it weren’t for 

GCSA of NY executive director, Ron Stepanek’s continuous and perseverance to make sure the day was a 

success. 

Our registration for the event reached 120 participants for the Monday filed & demo day portion. For those 

who went from the Hudson Valley, please check your emails for the survey that went out. All feedback is 

vital to continued success of this event. 

Rod Ferrentino, our keynote speaker, got the morning kicked off and quickly got a quiet morning crowd 

engaged and laughing. The day helped showcase and support the SUNY Delhi Turf Program, which seems 

stronger than ever. The future of our industry is in good hands with Ben Cyczewski and Julia Ward. Our 

very own Hudson Valley member, Matt Ceplo, gave a presentation on environmental stewardship and the 

ways in which we can help promote & embrace our native environment. 

The day included demonstrations from Helena’s Rx360 agronomic solutions, Toro’s innovative Turfrad 

moisture mapping technology, MTE’s Husqvarna robotic mowers, Stihl handheld equipment, John Deere 

products from Finch, and may more. 

We hope next year more superintendents from Hudson Valley can make it to this event. It’s a unique event 

that allows us to see and interact with multiple vendors that nowhere else is currently offering. SUNY Delhi 

was an amazing host for the day and we look forward to this becoming an annual event. 
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Delhi Field & Demo Day 

Students from the Delhi Turf Program 
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SPONSORS 
 

 

 

Saratoga Sod Farm 
1670 Route 4 
Stillwater, NY 12170 
Laurie Griffen: (C) 518-265-0160 
(O) 518-664-5038  
 
 
Site One Landscape Supply 
“Stronger Together” 
2 John Walsh Blvd 
Peekskill, NY 10566 
Kevin Balocca: (C)203-815-9762 
kbalocca@siteone.com 
 
 
Soil Solutions, LLC 
Drill & Fill Professionals 
“Proudly serving the HVGCSA  
for over 20 Years” 
Anthony & John Decicco 
(O) 914-393-0659   
soilsolutionsllc369@gmail.com 
 
 
Storr Tractor Company 
3191 Highway 22 
Branchburg, NJ 08876 
Guy Gurney: 908-413-5640 
ggurney@storrtractor.com  
 
 
Syngenta  
Manufacture of Plant Protection Products  
Daconil Action, Acelepryn, Ference  
John Bresnahan: 413-333-9914 
John.Bresnahan@syngenta.com 
 
 
Synatek Solutions 
37 Hagey Center - Unit A 
Souderton, PA 18964 
David Joyce: 570-237-0672 
djoyce@synateksolutions.com 
 
 
W & B Golf Carts 
3391 US Route 9 
Hudson, NY 12534 
Jason Hommel: 518-851-2266 
 
 
Westchester Tractor, Inc. 
60 International Boulevard 
Brewster, NY  10509 
John Apple: 845-278-7766   
www.wtractor.com 
 
 
Westchester Turf Supply, Inc. 
“Serving the HVGCSA Since 1976” 
Bob Lippman: 914-447-6257  
Dave Lippman: 914-447-5192 
info@westchesterturf.com 
 
 
 
 

 

Scholarship  

Applications 

 
DEADLINE: June 30, 2026 

 

Ernest Steinhofer Scholarship:   
Eligibility Requirements: 

Parent must be a member of the HVGCSA 

Student may or may not be planning to enter a field  

related to golf course management. 

Must be enrolled or accepted at an accredited 

    institution of higher learning. 

Winners cannot reapply for a period of one year. 

 

 

Bill Smart  Scholarship:  
Eligibility Requirements: 

Presently involved in the golf industry. 

Must be accepted to or attending an accredited  

Turfgrass Maintenance Program. 

Recommended by Class A or B  

in good standing with the HVGCSA. 

 

 

Applications  

Click HERE 

or go to our website  

HVGCSA.org (member’s page) 

 

 

Any questions contact Susan  

(914) 909-4843 

sodowd@mgagolf.org 

https://hvgcsa.org/members.html
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Monday, March 9th was a big day in Albany, when NYSTA held our 2026 Turfgrass Advocacy Day. 
Following a morning briefing and group discussion with NYS Agriculture Commissioner Richard Ball, Deputy Commis-
sioner Elizabeth Wolters, Renee St. Jacques of NY Farm Bureau, and NYS Deputy Secretary for Agriculture and Environ-
ment Ashley Dougherty, over 60 industry professionals met with over 62 legislative leaders to spread the word about 
our concerns and to advocate for a NYS Budget restoration of the Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund line item. 
Later in the afternoon, we were also joined by Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo who will be retiring from the Assembly 
at the end of 2026. Assemblywoman Lupardo has always been a strong supporter of NYSTA and the Turfgrass Environ-
mental Stewardship Fund and we were happy to present her with NYSTA's 2026 Friend of the Green Industry Award. 
 
Click links below to view NYSTA's 2026 Issue Paper and 2026 Advocacy Highlights Book that was provided to all legisla-
tors. 
 

Issue Paper 
Advocacy Book 

 
Additionally, NYSTA raised invaluable sponsorships that will continue to support our advocacy efforts around the state. 
Thank you to the following sponsors for their continued support of NYSTA: BASF, Capital District Golf Club Association, 
Capital Region Golf Course Owners Association, GCSA of New York, Grass Roots Turf Products, Heritage PPG, Hudson 
Valley GCSA, Long Island GCSA, Metropolitan Golf Association, Metropolitan GCSA, Michael Bellantoni, LLC, National 
Association of Landscape Professionals, Northeastern GCSA, New York Green Industry Council, New York State Turf & 
Landscape Association, Ocean Organics, RISE, Syngenta, and Target Specialty Products. 
 
We would also like to extend a big thank you to Todd Vandervort for his steadfast efforts in Albany advocating on behalf 
of the Green Industry Council and New York State. Thanks to all who participated, and we hope to see you again next 
year! 
 
Bob Nielsen, Jr, CGCS 
NYSTA Vice President 
& Government Relations Co-Chair 
 
Tom Kaplun 
NYSTA Past President 
& Government Relations Co-Chair  

2026 Turfgrass Advocacy Day - A Success! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/0da664af201/07f5f4ea-a10f-4803-b778-3ee98cef5123.pdf?rdr=true
share&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h104739bc0d
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2026 Turfgrass Advocacy Day  
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SAVE-THE–DATES 

 

 

May Meeting 
Country Club at Otterkill 

May 12th 

 

 

HV Cup 

The Powelton Club 

June 22nd 

 

 

July Meeting 

Nine & Dine 

Shawangunk Country Club 

July 14th 

 

NYSTA Challenge 

The Links @ Union Vale 

August 17th 

 

September Meeting 

Quaker Hill Golf Club 

September 16th 

 

October Meeting 

Worthington Cup 

Casperkill Golf Club 

October 8th 

 


