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Association Motto 

To promote interest and good will in the Associ-

ation, encourage good relations between mem-

bers and the clubs they represent….  And to 

keep up with the current developments in turf 

and related work…..  

Bill Smart 

HVGCSA Mission Statement 
The Hudson Valley Golf Course Super-

intendents Association exists to inform, 
educate and serve members within the 
Hudson Valley and surrounding areas. 
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SPONSORS 
 

 
A.G. Enterprises 
Staff Uniforms 
Rick Gordon 
201-741-4500  (F) 201-575-4140 
merrick160@gmail.com 
www.agenterprisesonline.com 
 
 
Aquatrols Corp. of America 
1273 Imperial Way 
Paulsboro, NJ 08066 
Greg Bennett (C) 978-877-3772  
gbennett@aquatrols.com  
 
 
Atlantic Golf & Turf 
27 Industrial Blvd Turner Falls, MA 01376 
Brian Goudey: 518-764-7582 
brian@atlanticgolfandturf.com 
 
 
BASF 
We Create Chemistry 
Jarad Luknicki:  (C) 914-806-4823  
jarad.luknicki@basf.com 
 
 
Carriere Materials, LLC 
U.S. Silica Topdressing & Bunker Sands 
VFB Bunker Sands, Partac TopDressing 
Bill Carriere: 914-939-4884  
bc1000@verizon.net 
 
 
Davey Tree Expert Company 
Frank Molina: 914-241-8110 (Westchester) 
John Wickes: 914-906-3264 (Rockland / Orange) 
www.davey.com 
 
 
Double D Turf, LLC 
P O Box 1090 
Hightstown, NJ 08520 
Dennis DeSantis: 732-580-5516 
www.DoubleDTurf.com 
 
 
ENVU 
Dave Sylvester 
311 Carriage Dr. Kensington, CT 06037 
Cell:  860-841-3173 
David.sylvester@envu.com  
 
 
Executive Turf & Synergy Turf 
“Aquaritan Nano Technology” 
Ken Gentile: 203-496-0891 
executiveturfproducts@gmail.com 
 
 
Finch Turf 
John Deere Golf & Sports Turf Equipment 
George Corgan: 914-893-0868 
www.Finchturf.com 
Twitter: @finchturf 
 
 

Break out the hoses, summer is certainly 

upon us now.  The current heat wave is 

testing our irrigation systems, agronomic 

plans, and staff resolve.  Hopefully, the 

current weather will break soon and with 

any luck the rest of the summer will be 

kinder to us. 

We had a good turn out and an even better day for the Hudson 

Valley Cup last month at Bedford Golf and Tennis Club.  Bob 

Nielsen had the golf course in excellent shape and the club staff 

did an excellent job planning and executing the entire day.  The 

course was a joy to play, and the kitchen staff made sure we 

were all well fed throughout the day.   

Our next meeting will be June 26th at Wiltwyck Golf Club host-

ed by Jason Nalepa.  This meeting also serves as our first Met 

Team Qualifier for those interested in playing in the event this 

coming October. I hope to see many of you (or all!) up at Wilt-

wyck this coming week.   

As a board, we have recently discussed various golf meeting for-

mats and ideas.  We would like to set up our events such that 

everyone is interested and wanting to attend.  If anyone has 

suggestions about formats, start times, locations, or any other 

aspects of our meetings, please contact a board member or me.  

We would like our events to reflect the interests of the entire 

membership.   

With all that said, I’ll hop back on a hose!  Good luck to every-

one this summer! 

 

Reese Wasson 
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Big Ticket Giveaway  

My Trip to the GIS 
By: Brian O’Malley 
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On Wednesday, June 26th, Wiltwyck Golf Club and Su-

perintendent Jason Nalepa will host the HVGCSA’s June 

meeting and qualifier for this year’s Met Team Champi-

onship. It is the third golf meeting of 2024 and we are 

looking forward to a huge turnout. It will also be a great 

opportunity to support Wiltwyck GC. The club’s come-

back is truly a testament to the resiliency of the mem-

bers who purchased the property and just refused to let 

it fail. 

The Town 

Wiltwyck’s home town, Kingston, has a long and storied 

history. Originally, the town was named Esopus after a 

local Indian tribe. It was one of the original Dutch settle-

ments in New Netherland, the others being Beverwyck 

and Manhattan Island. In 1777, Kingston became the 

first capital of New York State. During the Revolutionary 

War, the city was torched by British troops moving up 

the Hudson River from New York City. Kingston was 

home to a major granary that supplied grain to the colo-

nies. The British burned the entire city to the ground 

along with large stores of wheat. For the life of me, I 

can’t figure out how one would burn wheat but obvious-

ly, the British were good at it. During the 1800’s Kingston 

was a hub for the production of bluestone and ce-

ment, having both cement deposits and the native 

river sand used in the production of bluestone. Other 

industries prevalent at that time were ice harvesting 

from the Hudson and numerous brick making facto-

ries. Alas, none of those industries survived to the 

present day. But, thankfully, there are still a lot of 

great watering holes down on the banks of Rondout 

Creek. 

The Course 

In 1933, a group of local businessmen culminated 

two years of discussion by forming a golf club. They 

named it “Wiltwyck,” Dutch for “wild refuge,” the 

name given to the area by Dutch Governor Peter 

Stuyvesant nearly 300 years earlier.  

The new club purchased an estate on the western 

outskirts of Kingston. Construction of a nine-hole 

course began in late 1933 and the course opened for 

play in 1934. In the early 1950’s, the NYS Thruway 

was routed through the heart of the course so the 

move was made to a 140-acre farm half a mile south 

from the original site. Robert Trent Jones Sr. was 

Continued…..16 

Wiltwyck Golf Club  
to Host  June Meeting & Met Team Qualifier 

By: Kevin Collins 
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Winding Hills GC To Host the HVGCSA’s July Meeting 

 

On Monday July 22nd, Winding Hills and Superinten-
dent Steve Bartro will host the HVGCSA’s July meeting. 
This will be a unique event. It’s a Nine & Dine but you’ll 
be playing 18 holes. Go figure. Winding Hills is an Execu-
tive Golf Course. That means our Hudson Valley broth-
erhood will get to play an interesting layout with lots of 
short holes. So, keep those drivers in the bag! 

 

The Course: 

Winding Hills was built in the late 1990’s. It is modeled 
after Geoffrey Cornish’s Blue Rock GC at Yarmouth, MA 
in Cape Cod. The layout features fifteen par 3 and three 
par 4 holes and plays 2595 yards in total. The course is 
semi-private and open to the public. The owners have 
been developing the property and building houses so if 
you buy a house there, you’re a member. The course is a 
lot of fun to play. Don’t go there and think that it’ll be a 
breeze. There’s a lot of trouble bordering each hole so if 
you don’t hit it straight you could be in trouble. If you 
plan on imbibing while you play, bring a couple of 
sleeves of golf balls. You’ll need them. 

 

Our Host: 

Our host, Steve Bartro, was born in 
Morristown, NJ. And he’s moved 
more than any man on the planet. 
Steve is our modern-day Jack Ke-
rouac, author of “On the Road”. 
“I’ve moved more than 40 times is 
my short life,” Steve laughed, “my 
parents got divorced when I was a 

young guy. I’ve lived in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
New York, Florida, Nevada, and California. I know I 
left a few states out. I went to four different high 
schools. I know a lot of people from a lot of different 
places.” 

 

Steve’s first foray into the world of golf course mainte-
nance was at River Bend Golf Club in Ormond Beach, 
FL. “I was 19 when I started,” Steve said, “It was just a 
job on the crew but I learned all the basics.” 

 

Two years later, Steve began work at Redwood Can-
yon GC in Castro Valley, CA. “I was at Redwood Can-
yon for 8 years,” Steve said, “within a year I was the 
first assistant. I might as well have been the superin-
tendent. My boss had substance abuse issues and was-
n’t very reliable. So, I had to cover for him a lot. I real-
ly learned my craft working there. The only thing we 
didn’t do there was spray. It was an Audubon Sanctu-
ary.” There was a happy ending to this story. His boss 
got treatment and is currently working in the business 
as a superintendent.  

 

In 2020, Steve moved on as an assistant to Glenbrook 
Golf Club in Glenbrook, NV. Glenbrook is a high-end 
private club in the Lake Tahoe area. Steve was only 
there for a season. 

 

In 2021, Steve took over the reins at Winding Hills. 
This is his 4th year managing the club. 

 

Steve lives in Walden, NY with his partner Rochelle. 
They met in middle school in Port Jervis. They have 
four children, daughter Brehnna-15, son Cody-7, 
daughter Bella-4, and son Levi-3. Sounds like Steve 
has put roots down and won’t have to move for the 
41st time, at least not in the near future. 

 

Winding Hills is a blast to play. Come support Steve 
and the association. We’ll see you there. 

 

Kevin Collins  
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SPONSORS 
 
 
 
First Turf & Ornamental 
3349 Monroe Ave - Suite 290 
Rochester, NY 14618 
Andy Eick: 774-210-0455 
 
Fisher & Son, Company 
Green Industry Professionals Since 1928 
Mike Weber: (C) 347-486-0480 
mweber@fisherandson.com 
 
Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc. 
Serving Turfgrass Professionals Since 1978 
Ryan Avery | Keith Kubik | Nick Alley 
(O) 973-252-6634 
www.GRIturf.com | sales@GRIturf.com 
 
Harrell’s 
5105 New Tampa Highway 
Lakeland, FL 33815 
Scott Tretera | Jim Seaman | Josh Kopera 
914-262-8638 
www.harrells.com  
 
Metro Turf Specialists 
“Customers, Our TOP Priority” 
Matt / Scott / Rich / Todd  
(O) 203-748-4653 (GOLF) 
www.metroturfspecialists.com 
 
MTE Equipment Solutions 
17 Pickett District Rd 
New Milford, CT  06776 
Dan Clarke | Mike Carioscia | Luke Nerney 
Jake Armenia 
(O) 888-708-5296 
 
Noble Turf  
25 Roland Avenue 
Mount Laurel, NJ  08054 
Brian Bontemps: 845-239-7959 
 
Nutrien Solutions 
Chad Mathieu: 845-329-7822 
chad.mathieu@nutrien.com 
www.nutrien.corewards.com  
 
Ocean Organics 
Biostimulants, Fertility & Surfactants 
“All Made With Love in Maine” 
Kevin Collins: (C) 914-621-1151 
kevin@oceanorganics.com 
Twitter: @kcseweed 
 
Plant Food Company, Inc. 
The Liquid Fertilizers Experts 
Dick Neufeld: 973-945-6318 
Tom Weinert: 914-262-0111   
Dave Conrad: 914-263-3244 
 
Saratoga Sod Farm 
1670 Route 4 
Stillwater, NY 12170 
Laurie Griffen: (O) 518-664-5038  
 
 
 
 
 

  FIRST GREEN 2024 @ MILLBROOK G&T 

By Dan Wilber, Millbrook Golf & Tennis Club  

Our 3rd annual First Green field trip was a bit damp but nonetheless, the 

kids had a great day.  The day before we went back and forth whether to 

cancel the day because of the weather, but when the teachers said, “we 

are up for a little rain”, we were all in!  Sixty 3rd grade students from 

Alden Place Elementary School enjoyed around three hours of fun and 

learning on the morning of May 16th.   

The kids stopped at 5 different stations (Equipment Demos and a putting 

contest, Cool Tools on the golf course, Bees and Pollinators, Water Quality 

and Pond Life, and finally Soils and Cup Cutting) in and around the golf 

course.  The more hands on the stations were, the more engaged the kids 

became.  Even at the 3rd grade level, the students came up with a variety 

of pertinent questions.  Greg Moran being one of our volunteers was very 

impressed with one young man sharing his knowledge of agronomy 101. 

I’d like to thank our industry (and local) volunteers, that without them, 

this day does not happen: 

Greg Moran 

Jason Werbalowksy 

Ryan Avery (has been to each event we’ve had) 

Andy Eick 

Dave Lippman 

Tony Debonis 

Our staff at MGT (Brian Kelly, Jake Wilber, and Sam Kelly) 

If you or someone you 

know is interested in 

hosting one of these 

fantastic events, please 

contact me and I’ll 

walk you through the 

entire process.  It is 

one of the most reward-

ing days of the year.  

The feedback we’ve re-

ceived from the school and the teachers has been overwhelmingly posi-

tive.  “Best field trip ever!”, “I’m going to work here someday!”, “This was 

so much fun!”.  I will leave you with a few pictures that further represent 

the great day we had. 
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By: Kevin Collins 

MetGCSA 2-Ball Champs 
Evan Weymouth and Todd 
Apgar are pictured after  
receiving their 2nd Flight 
Championship Trophies. The 
trophies themselves are  
truly a work of art. Carved 
from a broken gin bottle and 
etched with a file from a 
toenail clipper, these beau-
ties would look great on any 
mantle or you could take 
them into a bar and cut a 
brother up. Well played 
guys.  

Haworth Super Tim Garceau is shown here teeing off at a 
recent association event. According to his 2-Ball Partner 
Matt Topazio, Tim’s game has gotten so bad that he is now 
averaging one shank every 3.6 swings. Matt said if you 
placed a barn directly in front of the tee, Tim would miss it, 
with a shank. Matt doesn’t even call Tim by his Christian 
name anymore. He refers to Tim as “Dr. Shankapotamus”. A 
little too harsh, in my humble opinion.   

Kudos to Storr Tractor for 
this excellent marketing 
piece featuring the 
HVGCSA’s very own Guy 
Gurney. Guy’s picture on 
the advertisement was  
taken at the Putnam County 
Jail last winter at the start 
of a 30-day stretch he 
served for throwing a      
possum into a wood      
chipper. Despite many 
counseling sessions, Guy 
still doesn’t like critters.   

GCSAA Rep Kevin Doyle had his hands full at 
this year’s Canadian Open. They just about 
worked Kevin to death. In addition to squeegee 
duties, Kevin had to fluff the rough on 18 holes 
twice a day for 7 days. On top of that, Kevin had 
to pick up 130 breakfast sandwiches each day 
after his morning shift at a local deli to feed the 
tournament volunteer staff. And, since Kevin 
was a first-time volunteer at the “Open”, he 
was forced to learn the Canadian National An-
them, “Oh Canada”, and perform it at the tour-

nament’s Saturday night talent show. And he flubbed the song so they made him do it twice. 
Oy Vey!!   

Millbrook Super Dan Wilber told his summer 
intern Charles a week prior that if he showed 
up late for work again he’d “be digging his 
own grave.” Guess who showed up late 
again?   
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Need a GHIN account?   

HVGCSA offers their members a 

“free” account 

Contact Susan: sodowd@mgagolf.org 

 

 

 

 

BIG TICKET  

GIVEAWAY 

WIN A TRIP! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Package Includes: 

 Full Conference Registration 

 Airfare 

 (4) Nights Hotel 

 (2) Education Seminars ( 1 full day & 1 half day) 

 $200 spending allowance 

 

Criteria: 

1. Must be a Class A, B or C member of the Hudson 

   Valley GCSA and be in good standing 

2. Must be active within the Association 

3. Have not attended the GCSAA Conference &     

    Show within the past 5 years 

4. Must submit a brief essay as to how the trip will 

    benefit you and your facility. 

5. Must submit a written article outlining your    

    experience for the Foreground Newsletter 

   *Winner will be chosen by the Board of Directors 

   * The Chosen candidate will not be eligible for an 

      other 5 years 

 

         Due by September 30, 2024 
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SPONSORS 
 

 

 

 
Site One Landscape Supply 
“Stronger Together” 
2 John Walsh Blvd 
Peekskill, NY 10566 
Peter Nystrom: 516-551-8102 
pnystrom@siteone.com 
 
 
Soil Solutions, LLC 
Aerification, Drill & Fill Professionals 
“Fairway Aerification & Deep 
Tining Greens” 
Anthony & John Decicco 
(O) 914-393-0659   
soilsolutionsllc369@gmail.com 
 
 
Storr Tractor Company 
3191 Highway 22, Branchburg, NJ 08876 
Guy Gurney: 908-413-5640 
ggurney@storrtractor.com  
 
 
Syngenta  
Manufacture of Plant Protection Products  
Daconil Action, Acelepryn, Ference  
Chris Marra: 862-505-4319  
christopher.marra@syngenta.com  
 
Synatek  
Vince Barnaba: 516-743-2828 
Shaun Kennedy: 862-266-9288 
www.synateksolutions.com 
 
Tanto Irrigation 
5 N. Payne Street 
Elmsford, NY 10523 
Chase Cameron: 203-233-4482 
George Brook-Powell: 770-505-6329 
info@tantoirrigation.com 
 
 
Valley Green, Inc 
Gregory Moran: (C) 845-901-1358 
(O) 203-831-9748 
g.moran@valleygreenusa.com 
 
 
W & B Golf Carts 
3391 US Route 9 
Hudson, NY 12534 
Jason Hommel: 518-851-2266 
 
 
Westchester Tractor, Inc. 
60 International Boulevard 
Brewster, NY  10509 
John Apple: 845-278-7766   
www.wtractor.com 
 
 
Westchester Turf Supply, Inc. 
“Serving the HVGCSA Since 1976” 
Bob Lippman: 914-447-6257  
Dave Lippman: 914-447-5192 
info@westchesterturf.com 
 
 

hired to build an 18-hole championship course which was ready to play in 

1956.  

Wiltwyck is a parkland course complete with numerous elevation changes 

and water in play on four holes. The greens are small and well bunkered. 

Like all RTJ’s courses, Wiltwyck has great bones. It plays 6850 yards from 

the championship tees. 

  

Our Host 

Our host, Jason Nalepa, was born and raised in Kingston. In 2000, Jason be-

gan working on the maintenance crew at Wiltwyck for Paul Pritchard. In the 

fall of 2001, with Paul’s urging, Jason signed up for the turf program at 

SUNY Delhi. “I attended Delhi from 2001-2004”, and I commuted from 

Kingston which was an hour and twenty minutes each way”, Jason laughed, 

“that enabled me to keep working part time at the course.” In 2004, Jason 

received his associate’s degree. 

In 2004, Jason began working full time at the course and soon moved into 

the role of 2nd assistant. In 2016 with the club struggling financially, Paul 

was let go and Jason was asked to move into the role of superintendent, 

which he refused. The club miraculously stayed open and, in 2017, Ben 

Babbage was hired as superintendent. Jason stayed on as Ben’s 1st assis-

tant.  

Towards the end of the 2017 season, Wilwyck, in receivership with a local 

bank, decided to close its doors. Ben moved on and Jason was left to pon-

der his future. Miraculously, WGC Holdings, a buying group which included 

12 Wiltwyck members, stepped in and bought the property from the bank.  

“Six managing members from WGC Holdings make all the decisions at the 

course,” Jason reported, “all of the department heads report directly to the 

managing members. We meet face-to-face once a month. WGC has invest-

ed a lot of money into the property. There were clubhouse improvements. 

The bar, restaurant, and banquet area were completely gutted and reno-

vated. A new swimming pool was built. We have a new pump house, new 

tennis courts, new irrigation controls systems, and some new equipment. 

This year, a complete renovation of the patio area was completed. It’s 

beautiful. We have big screen TV’s and new canopies for protection from 

the sun. I can’t wait to show that off.”  

Wiltwyck To Host June Meeting...cont’d 

Continued...page 18 
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Architect Brian Silva was retained to develop a master plan for the golf 

course. “When Brian first walked the course, he said he wouldn’t take 

the job unless extensive tree removal was a priority. Two winters ago, 

mother nature took care of about ½ of the job,” Jason laughed, “We 

had a major ice storm on February 4th. The inch of ice mangled over 

200 trees. They were beyond saving. We had a crew of 15 here for al-

most a month removing the trees and grinding up all the stumps. The 

membership love it. It really opened up the course. We recently did an 

in-house facelift on all the bunkers. We brought them back to their 

original footprint, replaced the sand, and edged them. They look 

great.” 

So, there you have it. We look forward to seeing you on June 26th. 

 

Kevin Collins 

 

2024 

Meeting 

Schedule 

 

June 26th  

Wiltwyck Golf Club 

 

 

July 22nd  

Winding Hills Golf Club 

 

 

August 12th 

NYSTA Challenge 

The Monster Golf Club 

 

 

September 16th 

Worthington Cup 

Centennial Golf Club 

 

 

Oct - TBD 

Warwick Valley CC 

Scholarships  

Applications 

 
DEADLINE: JULY 1, 2024 

Click HERE for applications  

or go to our website  

HVGCSA.org (member’s page) 

 

Any questions contact Susan  

(914) 909-4843 

sodowd@mgagolf.org 

Wiltwyck to Host June Meeting…...cont’d 

https://www.hvgcsa.org/members.html
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What a wonderful day was had by all at the beautiful Bedford Golf 

and Tennis Club for our Annual Hudson Valley Cup Fundraiser. It’s 

truly is a special place and we were grateful to Bob for making it    

happen on short notice.   

It was quite a warm spring day to showcase the course. Bob and his 

staff had it in spectacular shape and it was a true test of golf.  It was 

also a treat to enjoy the newly redone clubhouse facility with        

excellent food and drink options all day. Thanks to all that made it a 

successful day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winners: 

Low Net Winners (The Cup) 

Zach Brooks, Tom Reyes, Jared Luknicki & Dave Moffet 

 

2nd Low Net 

Dan Wilber, Brian Kelly, Chris Marta & Chris Strong 

 

Long Drive: Dan Coughlin 

Closet to the pin:  Hole 3 - Dan Wilber 6’2” 

Closet to the pin: Hole 10 - John Meehan 9’4” 

 

50/50 Winners:  Dick Neufeld & Red Hewitt 

 

Hope to see everyone at Wiltwyck on June 26th 

 

Cheers, 

Matt  

Hudson Valley Cup….recap 

 

Davey Tree Expert 

Grass Roots 

Harrell's 

Metro Turf Specialists 

Nutrien 

SiteOne 

Storr Tractor 

Tanto Irrigation 

Westchester Turf Supply 

THANK YOU  

HUDSON VALLEY CUP  

 SPONSORS 

PLATINUM  

TEE SPONSORS 

AG Enterprises 

Aquatrols 

BASF  

Carriere Materials 

ENVU  

Executive Turf/Synergy 

Plant Food 

Finch Turf  

First Turf & Ornamental 

Fisher & Son 

MTE Turf Equipment 

Noble Turf  

Ocean Organics 

Saratoga Sod 

Synatek 

Syngenta 

Valley Green 

Westchester Tractor 

Beverage Cart: Plant Food 
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HUDSON VALLEY CUP AT BEDFORD GOLF & TENNIS 
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Thank you to our Seminar Sponsors 
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