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SPONSORS

Well, here we go again with the crazy weather. I
will admit that I’m getting a bit rain-fatigued.
Let’s hope it’s not a repeat of 2018.
Our first meeting of the season was at Columbia
Country Club with the NEGCSA, some of the HV
members made the trip up to Tom Neibling’s place
and were treated to a great day. Considering all the rain we have
had, Tom and his crew had the course in excellent shape. Thanks
to Tom, Andy Eick and the NEGCSA for hosting this year’s joint
meeting.
The Hudson Valley Cup is next week at Haworth Country Club.
Tim Garceau is looking forward to hosting this event. So, let’s all
come out and support Tim. All proceeds from this event goes towards scholarships.
Scholarships: The 2019 scholarship applications are now
available on the website.

A.G. Entreprises
Staff Uniforms
Rick Gordon
201-488-1276 (F) 201-489-5830
merrick160@gmail.com
www.agenterprisesonline.com
Aquatrols Corp. of America

The World Leader in Soil Surfactants
& Wetting Agents
1273 Imperial Way, Paulsboro, NJ 08066
Tom Valentine: 610-299-4470
tvalentine@aquatrols.com
BASF

We Create Chemistry
Paul Ramina: 908-413-2944
Paul.ramina@basf.com
Bayer U.S.

Backed By Bayer
Dave Sylvester: 860-841-3173
David.sylvester@bayer.com
Carriere Materials, LLC

See you all at Haworth!

U.S. Silica Topdressing & Bunker Sands
VFB Bunker Sands, Partac TopDressing

Grover

Bill Carriere: 914-939-4884
bc1000@verizon.net

Hudson Hills GC

Fisher and Son, Company

Green Industry Professionals Since 1928
Mike Weber: (C) 347-486-0480
mweber@fisherandson.com

THE BIG TICKET

Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc.

Serving Turfgrass Professionals Since 1978
Ryan Avery | Keith Kubik | Nick Alley
(O) 973-252-6634
www.GRIturf.com | sales@GRIturf.com

GIS
Giveaway

Harrell’s

Growing a Better World Partner for Success
Scott Tretera: 914-262-8638
stretera@harrells.com
Fred Montgomery: 518-813-7814
fmontgomery@harrells.com
www.harrells.com
Intergolf, Inc

Golf Course Renovation
“Any Style Quality Assured”

Due by September 30, 2019

Frank O’Dowd: (C) 914-260-7821
frank@intergolfinc.com
www.intergolfdesign.com
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Tim Garceau & Haworth Country Club
to Host
The 2019 HV Cup Tournament
By: Kevin Collins

On Monday May 20th Tim Garceau and Haworth CC
will host the 28th annual Hudson Valley Cup tournament. It is the HVGCSA’s premiere fundraising event
for scholarships and turfgrass research. The tournament was the brainchild of long time and recently retired HVGCSA member Dan Madar and it’s still going
strong. For those of you that haven’t had the pleasure
of playing Haworth CC, you’re going to love it. The
layout is challenging and long with water on 11 of the
holes, an excellent venue for a scramble.

At Ridgewood, Tim worked with an All Star cast of
assistant superintendents (Matt Severino, Chris
Strehl, Rick Evans, & Mike Juiliano) who not only
managed to survive the “Ridgewood CC Marine
Boot Camp” but, like Tim, moved on to bigger and
better things.

All About Tim

Tim grew up in Wood-Ridge, NJ and traveled to Colorado to earn his B.S. degree in Landscape Management from Colorado State University in the early
1980’s. Tim was employed as a manager for Chem
Lawn Services in Denver for seven years until a buyout
forced Tim to look elsewhere to put food on the table.
Tim applied for and was hired as an assistant superintendent at the Pete Dye designed Plum Creek Golf
Club in Castle Rock, Colorado. Golf maintenance was
new to Tim but he caught on quickly. During his time
at Plum Creek, Tim met USGA Agronomist Tim Moraghan who suggested to Tim, if he really wanted to go
places in the industry, to go to a club that was going
to host a major. In short order Tim applied for and
was hired as an assistant working for Ed Walsh at
Ridgewood CC in New Jersey, host of the 1990 USGA
Senior Men’s Open.
So, what was the Ridgewood CC/Ed Walsh experience
like? “It was like being in the Marines’, Tim laughed,
“I wouldn’t volunteer to go through that again but I’m
really glad I did it. Ed was amazing at being organized
and a great communicator. I learned that there were
no excuses for not getting the job done. The buck
stopped with you. Ridgewood was a gateway for getting a superintendent’s position and Ed was so supportive in making sure that happened.”

Next stop was Orange County Golf Club (now
West Hills GC). Tim ran the show there from 19921995 until the next opportunity presented itself.
In 1995, The Tuxedo Club came-a-calling and Tim
jumped on board. Tuxedo was a promising opportunity with a full membership, wonderful Robert
Trent Jones Sr. tract, and a healthy budget. The
course had its issues with questionable soils and
lots of environmental stress but Tim was ready for
it and, for 16 years, Tuxedo was a joy to behold
playability-wise and aesthetically.
In 2012 Tim moved on to Haworth CC in Haworth
NJ. Tim adds, “The town is known for two things
and two things only. Brooke Shields was born
there and I work there. Case closed”.
Continued………..page 7
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Tim Garceau
& Haworth CC….cont’d
Tim was hired at Haworth by GM Yung Chung Li, aka
Y.C. Li, aka General Li. Tim and the General enjoyed
a close relationship until Mr. Li retired at the end of
the 2017 season. New GM Emily Kuo and Tim have
followed the example that General Li set and work
very well together.
Tim lives in Warwick, NY with his sweetheart Judy
Colby. Judy is also the horticulturist at Haworth (at
least 2 days a week). Tim’s daughter Sarah, 27, graduated Clemson University with a Master’s degree in
Finance and lives and works in South Carolina. Tim’s
son Austin (I’ve met him, he’s a real wise-ass like his
old man) holds a Master’s Degree from North Carolina State and works in the Medical Field in Ashville,
NC.
The Golf Course

air movement and sunlight (lots of trees), it was
a tall order. Changes that Tim made included an
aggressive aeration and top dressing program,
permanent and portable fans, and tree removal
(where feasible). And….it worked.
In 2018, Tim completed a full bunker renovation.
With 64 very large bunkers on the property it
was a massive undertaking. The project was
completed in a little over three months.
Tim describes Haworth as a “parkland” course.
There’s not a lot of elevation changes but there’s
a lot of “movement’ in the fairways and greens.
Haworth provides 5 sets of tees for players of all
skill levels. Also interesting is that the course has
five par 3’s and five par 5’s. It plays over 7000
from the tips, or black tees.
Tim’s favorite hole is #2, a 385-yard par 4 soft
dogleg right with water in play. The approach
shot is to an elevated undulating green. Par is a
good score on this little tester!
Tim looks forward to having his peers down for
the HVC. We’ll see you on the 20th.
Kevin Collins

25 Year Pin Recipients
Congratulations to:
Designed by Alfred Zikorus, Haworth opened for play
in the spring of 1967. It’s a private club and financially healthy with a golf membership of around 350.
In 2001, the golf course was completely rebuilt and
renovated under the auspices of renowned Architect
Robert Trent Jones Jr. The rebuild featured USGA
greens, extensive drainage, and the fairways, tees,
and greens were converted to creeping bentgrass. In
2011, the greens were shelled-out and re-grassed once
again to A1-A4. One of the immediate challenges Tim
faced was how to keep them healthy. With the lack of
7

Bernie Jorgensen
Satch Sales

George Pierpoint, IV
Harbor Pines Golf Club

all ways she could. I could not imagine going
through this without her. I am blessed having the
support of friends like Rick, Kenny and John, who
had been through this, for being there to talk and
listen. I am blessed to have the support of my employer, Wilfred MacDonald, Inc., who gave me the
time and support I needed as well.

Early Detection
is a Life Saver
My Prostate Cancer Story
Last year at our October Meeting at Beekman GC, I spotted
Rick Krok, Storr Tractor Irrigation, on the putting green. I
had not seen Rick all season and asked where he had been.
He let me know he had been diagnosed with prostate cancer
earlier in the year and had surgery in April. Surgery was successful and he was doing well. This was his first time out to
play golf. He also let me know that our mutual friend, John
O'Keefe, from Preakness Hills CC was also diagnosed with
prostate cancer and was scheduled for surgery soon. Later
that week, I went for my annual physical, same routine as
always including blood work. All good!
One week later I got a call from the doctor. My PSA readings
were an issue, steadily going up over the past 3 years, a
warning sign of prostate cancer. I needed to see a urologist
for a biopsy. Had the biopsy 3 weeks later (very unpleasant)
and 2 weeks after went back for the results which were positive for prostate cancer. Luckily, not highly advanced. Okay,
now what do we do next? Options for treatment include radiation seed therapy, cyber knife external beam radiation
therapy, or laparoscopic surgery to remove the prostate
gland. Big decision! Options vary depending upon age, side
effects and lifestyle. After speaking with the urologist, Rick
Krok, Ken Krausz, and John O'Keefe, my wife and I decided
that surgery was the best option for us.
Our main goal was to get rid of the cancer and hopefully not
have to deal with radiation or chemotherapy. We also wanted a hospital and surgeon that specializes in this area. We
were fortunate to have health insurance that led us to Memorial Sloan Kettering in NYC. This is where Rick had his
surgery as well. We met with the surgeon, Dr. Toujier, and
his staff. After having some additional tests, including an
MRI, we set up a date of 1.5.19 for the surgery.
Recovery: Surgery was successful, all post-op tests came
back negative, and 12 hours later they had me out of the hospital and heading home. The first week home was real
tough, the second week better, and every day after better and
better. It has been 3 months now, and thank God, I’m doing
almost everything I had been doing before surgery. Now it is
blood tests every 6 months to check PSA levels and hopefully
no future issues.
Support System: I cannot stress the importance of having my wife, Mary, with me during this whole ordeal. She
was the one taking notes and paying attention while the doctors went through the process, keeping all the medical records, appointments, and bills organized, being supportive in
8

Prostate cancer is one of the most common cancers
in men, second to skin cancer. It is very slow growing but left unchecked can spread to lymph nodes
and bones. Risk can be 10% for men in their 50’s
and increase up to 70% for men in their 80’s. The
intent of this article is to make the reader aware of
the importance of having an annual physical examincluding blood work and skin checks. Problems
found early are the most treatable and have a high
rate of survivorship. I had no symptoms when I was
diagnosed, sometimes it is too late when symptoms
are the reason you go to the doctor. The intent is to
also stress that if a problem does surface, always
have a spouse or close friend or relative with you
when you meet with doctors, so much goes over
your head and is not processed, being the patient.
Also, do not hesitate to call on others that might
have had or are experiencing the same problem. We
are all here to help and support one another and
you are not alone.
Bill Luthin

Upcoming Events
HV Cup
Haworth Country Club
May 20th

NEGCSA Member Guest
Leatherstocking, Cooperstown
June 26th
NYSTA Challenge
HV August Meeting
Links at Union Vale
August 19th
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Last Meeting……....Recap

SPONSORS
Metro Turf Specialists

As I just watched the news forecaster who stated it has rained 22 of the
last 25 days, you couldn't tell in the
way Columbia Golf and Country Club
was prepared for our event on May
6th. Host superintendent, Tom
Niebling, and his staff worked miracles to have the place in fantastic
shape amidst this gloomy spring. On
Matt Topazio / Ben Babbage / Brett Belden
this day, one of the best this early
2019 season, we did see the sun and
70 degree temperatures. There were moments our foursome was out on the course,
we heard nothing but the songbirds. What a cool, tranquil place to spend an afternoon
in the country.
I believe Columbia is in its centennial year, pretty cool. Tom has been there about half
of those years, well a good portion of them anyway. About forty guys showed up for a
truly fun format for most guys' first round of the year, a two man scramble. It helps to
have a partner that at least shows up on time, hits the ball on his own hole, and makes
a putt once in a while. We won't go any further than that..........

“Customers, Our Top Priority”
Matt / Scott / Rich / Todd / Ted
(O) 203-748-4653 (GOLF)
www.metroturfspecialists.com
MTE Turf Equipment Solutions, Inc.
33 Thruway Park Drive
West Henrietta, NY 14586
Brett Belden
(O) 585-334-0100 (C) 518-424-8839
Noble Turf
25 Roland Avenue
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
Brian Bontemps: 845-239-7959
Ocean Organics
828 Center Meadow Lane
Danbury, CT 06810
Kevin Collins: Territory Manager
(C) 914-621-1151
kevin@oceanorganics.com
Plant Food Company, Inc.

The Liquid Fertilizers Experts

Here are the results from a great afternoon on a scenic day:
1st Place: Jim Seaman and Todd Czepiel ............65
2nd Place: Chris Strong and Matt Lapinski........ 68
3rd Place: Mike Defuria and Mike Miranda.......69

Dick Neufeld: 973-945-6318
Tom Weinert: 914-262-0111
Dave Conrad: 914-263-3244

Long Drive: Josh Yerdon
Closet to the Pin: Larry Kosh
The theme from most guys, they were glad to be away for the day. All of us are going
through what we thought we left behind in 2018, a wet mess! It's always great to see
our brothers from the Northeast GCSA. They are close to a "final vote" that could potentially merge them with the Finger Lakes, Central NY, and Western NY, to create the
NYGCSA. Thanks also go to Andy Eick, Jim Seaman, and Craig Cochran for taking care
of the days' events.

Saratoga Sod Farm
1670 Route 4
Stillwater, NY 12170
Laurie Griffen
(O) 518-664-5038 (C) 518-265-0160
Satch Sales
63 Broadway, Merands, NY 12204
Bernie Jorgensen: 518-281-4371
bjj65@aol.com
Site One Landscape Supply
2 John Walsh Blvd, Peekskill, NY 10566
Chad Mathieu: 914-539-5675
Owen Groves: 914-736-9056

Dan Wilber
Past President HVGCSA

Soil Solutions, LLC

DRILL & FILL - Aerification Professionals
7 Whittemore Pl, Rye Brook, NY 10573
Anthony & John Decicco
(O) 914-393-0659
soilsolutionsllc369@gmail.com

Dave Lippman,
Westchester Turf Supply

Storr Tractor Company
3191 Highway 22, Branchburg, NJ 08876
Steve Bradley: 908-413-5640
Rick Krok: 908-413-3403
Ben Babbage, Storm King GC

Vinnie Barnaba, Powelton GC
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2019 Scholarships
Ernest Steinhofer Scholarship:
By: Kevin Collins

Eligibility Requirements:

In the last 2018 issue of “HV News of Interest” I mistakenly reported that Links Super Chris Strehl was suffering from
“Dupuytren’s Contracture” or “Viking Hand”, a condition that can
pull one or two fingers back in to a permanent bent condition. What
Chris was really suffering from was advanced wrist osteoarthritis
which occurs when both the bones and cartilage deteriorate in said
wrist. Chris had a whole laundry list of wrist maladies including
SLAC (Scapholunate advanced collapse), SNAP (Scaphoid nonunion advanced collapse), Crepitus (Wrist crackling), along with
joint locking, instability, and ruptured ligaments. Chris opted to
have a surgical procedure done called PRC (Proximal Row Carpectomy) to correct the problem. It involves removal of the wrist carpel
bones and cartilage. I don’t think the surgery helped. I shook his
hand the other day and I accidently pulled it off his arm. I gave him
his hand back and he ran into his house. I felt really bad.
Had dinner the other night with Centennial’s Glen Dube. We
were eating at The Red Rooster in Ridgefield, CT. and “The Dubes”
ordered a pizza. He specifically asked the bartender to go easy on
the cheese cause he’s lactose intolerant. Well………the pizza comes
out and, lo and behold, there’s too much cheese on the pizza so
Glen sends it back. The pizza comes back a few minutes later with
no cheese. It was a true “Road Trip” moment. The pizza was a little
soggy. Glen believed that the chef licked the cheese off his pizza. He
confronted the chef and he admitted to licking Glen’s pizza. Not for
nothing but if I were “The Dubes”, I would have ordered steak.
At the recent MetGCSA meeting at Trump National, HVGCSA
President Grover Ley Alexander confronted me about all the “fake
news” I’ve been writing about him in the HV News of Interest. I told
him that if anything I wrote was untrue I’d be happy to correct the
record. He didn’t respond immediately but later on told me I could
stick the HV News of Interest where the sun doesn’t shine. He also
told me that he’s not going to rest until I am removed from the staff
at “The Foreground”. I told him that nobody wants the job. He said,
“Oh yeah, we’ll see about that”. Could be my last article. Stay tuned.
Lazy Swan GC superintendent Will Moriarty reported that a
coyote recently killed all the swans at the course. The GM at the
course started a contest with the membership, with a $500 cash
prize no less, to rename the golf course. Three suggestions made it
into final consideration. They are “The Hungry Coyote GC”, “No Lazy Swan GC”, and “Dead Swan GC”. The final decision on the name
change is forthcoming.
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Parent must be a member of the HVGCSA
Student may or may not be planning to enter a
field related to golf course management.
Must be enrolled or accepted at an accredited
institution of higher learning.
Winners cannot reapply for a period of one year.

Ernest Steinhofer Application

Bill Smart Scholarship:
Eligibility Requirements:

Presently involved in the golf industry.
Must be accepted to or attending an accredited

Turfgrass Maintenance Program.
Recommended by Class A, B or Associate Member
in good standing with the HVGCSA.

Bill Smart Application

DEADLINE: JULY 15, 2019

Any questions contact Susan
(914) 909-4843

REMINDER!
If you don’t have a USGA GHIN number.
You can now obtain one through
HVGCSA. There is no fee.
Please contact our office 914-909-4843
email sodowd@mgagolf.org
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Kevin Doyle…..GCSAA
Fresh off National Golf Day, the
mantra that numbers matter
could not be any clearer. Speaking to legislators regarding the
size of the golf industry, economic impact, and membership numbers helped give our industry perspective to those who are not as
knowledgeable as we are. At the
2018 delegates meeting and Annual Meeting, initiatives
were undertaken to address these areas.
During the GCSAA Annual meeting, there were a few
items on the ballot which required a membership vote.
There were two new association membership classes up
for vote: Facility Membership and Friend of the Golf
Course Superintendent, as well as a bylaw change needed
to make those happen.

the game of golf but do not qualify for any other membership category. Friends will not receive traditional membership benefits such as access to restricted areas of the
GCSAA website, voting rights, insurance benefits or tournament entry.
The Friend of the Golf Course Superintendent classification will target golfers, potential advocates, teachers involved in First Green field trips and supporters of the
game and industry to name a few. This classification will
help create GCSAA brand awareness and allow us to promote the profession to a new audience.
If you have a colleague that might benefit from the Facility Membership or know potential advocates for our profession and game who would enjoy a Friend membership,
please visit GCSAA.org and sign them up or contact me
for assistance in doing so!
Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact

Both membership classifications were voted through by me.
the chapter delegates and are now official classifications
of GCSAA. If you are not familiar with the new classifications, they are as follows:
Facility Membership

Member News
Members on the Move

To be eligible, a facility must not have had a GCSAA member in the last three years, and the facility’s green fee must
be below the 50 percent median in their region (regions will
be based on GCSAA field staff regions). Dues will be $200 a
year for the facility and its employees, who will have access
to GCSAA resources, but will not receive individual membership benefits such as term life insurance, Class A eligibility, board eligibility, voting rights and tournament entry
benefit.

Jesse Bulaga
Was at Southern Dutchess Golf Club
and is now at Falkirk Golf Club

Congratulations!
Mike Weber, Fisher & Son and his wife
Samantha welcomed their first baby
Michaela Rae, on February 25th

Facility Membership is geared towards golf courses
across the U.S. which do not currently employ a GCSAA
member. The Facility Membership will target lower
budget facilities to offer the facility employee(s) limited
benefits and privileges. The Facility membership will be
in the name of the facility, and not in the name of the
individual member.

*********
If you hear of any member news
please lets us know!

Friend of the Golf Course Superintendent
The Friend of the Golf Course Superintendent Membership
is for individuals who want to support superintendents and
13
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GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

you

Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:

GCSAA Scholars Competition
These scholarships range from $500 to $6,000. Applicants must be enrolled in a
recognized undergraduate program in a major field related to turf management,
have completed at least 24 credit hours or the equivalent of one year of full-time
study in the appropriate major, and be a member of GCSAA. The annual deadline
is June 1.

GCM's Most Valuable Technician Award
GCM's Most Valuable Technician Award is designed to honor the best and brightest golf course equipment technicians in the industry, the men and women who
play such a key role in keeping the tools of golf course maintenance up and running. The award is presented annually in partnership with Foley Co. Nominations
are narrowed to a field of three finalists by a team of industry judges. GCM readers
then review the qualifications of the finalists and vote online for their favorite.

2020 Dog Days of Golf Calendar

SPONSORS
Syngenta
Manufacture of Plant Protection Products
Daconil Action, Acelepryn, Ference
Brian Goudey: 518-764-2412
www.greencastonline.com
Tanto Irrigation
5. N. Payne Street, Elmsford, NY 10523
Steve Kubicki: 203-988-6620
Paul L. Guillaro: 914-262-7324
Valley Green, Inc
205 Wilson Ave, Norwalk, CT 06854
Gregory Moran: (C) 845-901-1358
(O) 203-831-9748
g.moran@valleygreenusa.com
W & B Golf Carts, Inc.
3391 Route 9, Hudson, NY 12534
Jason Hommel
518-851-2266

Submit your entry today »
Submissions for the 2020 Dog Days of Golf Calendar will be accepted through
Aug. 1, 2019.From the submissions, 14 dogs will be selected. Owners of the
selected dogs will be notified in September, and the calendar will be distributed
with the November issue of GCM magazine.

Westchester Tractor, Inc.
60 International Boulevard
Brewster, NY 10509
John Apple| Jeff Underhill
845-278-7766
www.wtractor.com

LebanonTurf has been supporting golf course superintendents and their chapters
through the Dog Days of Golf Calendar for more than a decade.

Westchester Turf Supply, Inc.

Upcoming Webinars

Bob Lippman: 914-447-6257
Dave Lippman: 914-447-5192
info@westchesterturf.com

June 12 @ 10 a.m.
Economy vs. Agronomy: The Business of Turfgrass Management
John R. Bladon, PAg, ISSP, and Matthew Gourlay, CGCS
July 17 @ 10 a.m.
Retaining Your Recruits
Bill H. Maynard, CGCS

“Serving the HVGCSA Since 1976”

Wickes Arborists
11 McNamara Road
Spring Valley, NY 10977
John Wickes: 914-906-3264
john@irawickes.com
Wilfred MacDonald Inc.
Turf Equipment Specialists
Bill Luthin (C) 201-214-5901
(O) 888-831-0891 (F) 201-487-1333
billy@wilfredmacdonald.com

Aug. 22 @ 10 a.m.
Topdressing 101: Organic Matter Management
Roch Gaussoin, Ph.D.

Winfield Solutions, LLC

Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

“Service, Solutions, Insight”
Mike DiLorenzo, CGCS: 518-428-8625
mwdilorenzo@landolakes.com
Rob Saunders: 203-249-5059
mwdilorenzo@landolakes.com
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