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Association Motto 

To promote interest and good will in the Associ-

ation, encourage good relations between mem-

bers and the clubs they represent….  And to 

keep up with the current developments in turf 

and related work…..  

Bill Smart 

HVGCSA Mission Statement 
The Hudson Valley Golf Course Super-

intendents Association exists to inform, 
educate and serve members within the 
Hudson Valley and surrounding areas. 

 
Skippy O’Dowd/Ward 
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This will be my final President’s message to you.  I’m sure 

you are as relieved as I am.  I will say my two years as Pres-

ident were not what I had expected, mainly due to the 

pandemic.  I was fortunate to have the support of many 

individuals that helped me through this unprecedented 

time.  This comradery is what makes our association a 

pleasure to be part of.  I appreciated everyone’s help. 

Here’s all people that helped me along the way that I 

would like to thank, and I hope I don’t leave anyone out. 

First, I would like to thank the current board for all that 

you do - Grover Alexander, Tim Walker, Reese Wasson, 

Ben Babbage, Evan Weymouth, Vince Barnaba & Jason 

Werbalowsky. I appreciate you giving up your time to 

send an email, attend a meeting, or just being available 

when I needed your input.  I would also like to thank Su-

san O’Dowd for her hard work, that has made it easy for 

me to serve as President.  We all owe her our gratitude for 

the amazing job she does to keep this association operat-

ing.                                                                                                                                                      

Secondly, I would like to thank past presidents and board 

members I have served with over the years. Thank you for 

leading the way - Steve Whipple, Dan Wilber, Guy Gur-

ney, Chris Strehl, Kevin O’Brian, Matt Topazio, Chris 

Dyroff, Mike Aube. It feels like forever ago when you all 

cornered me at Dutchess CC and asked me to serve on the 

board. I’m grateful for that day because it allowed me to 

be something more than a superintendent.  I encourage 

anyone who is new to the association to serve. The board 

experience allowed me to open my eyes to an industry that 

stretches far beyond the 120 acres I spend most of my time 

on. 

My final thank you goes to all of our sponsors. You guys 

are generous and always supportive of the association and 

our members. Our association is in great shape thanks to 

your sponsorships and attendance at our meetings. I 

would like to personally thank Brian Bontemps, Kevin Col-

lins, Billy Luthin, Dave Lippman and the late Ernie Stein-

hofer.  Brian, Kevin, Dave, and Ernie served as Affiliate 

Reps while I was on the board and did a great job.  Kevin 

and Billy were always willing to write something for the 

newsletter.  I believe most of our members go straight to 

the “HV News of Interest”.   

I would like to share a quick story with you. When I 

was getting started in the industry, I worked for Robbie 

Steinman. Robbie always found a way to bring me to 

HV meetings when he could.  As an assistant, I was very 

appreciative of this kind gesture and it made me feel 

that my hard work was being rewarded.  This generosi-

ty encouraged me to return my appreciation by contin-

uing to do my best for the course.  I would always look 

forward to attending the HV meetings with Robbie and 

over the years this formed a friendship that we still 

have to this day.  It’s been a great learning experience; I 

now get to enjoy treating myself to a day of golf and 

rewarding my assistant or other employees.  Looking 

back to when I first started attending meetings, there 

were many more superintendents that would bring a 

foursome.  Unfortunately, now you barely see superin-

tendents let alone assistants at meetings. It would be 

great to get back to the old days.   From my experiences 

attending meetings, I would say the benefits far out-

weighs the cost.  

Lastly, I would like to 

thank my wife, Renee, for 

all her support.  This is a 

woman from South Flori-

da who loves the beach, 

and would spend all her 

time there if she could.  

Unfortunately, we don’t 

get to the beach in the 

summer as often as she 

would like. Serving on the 

board did cut into what 

little time we had to get away, but my lovely wife has 

been very understanding and I’m grateful to have her in 

my life.  

It has been a pleasure to represent such a great group of 

people. I’ll be passing on the gavel to our new Presi-

dent, Tim Walker in January, and I’m confident he will 

do a great job.  

Regards, 

Chris Kemble 
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SPONSORS 
 

 
 
A.G. Enterprises 
Staff Uniforms 
Rick Gordon 
201-741-4500  (F) 201-575-4140 
merrick160@gmail.com 
www.agenterprisesonline.com 
 
 
Aquatrols Corp. of America 
The World Leader in Soil Surfactants 
& Wetting Agents  
1273 Imperial Way, Paulsboro, NJ 08066 
Tom Valentine: 610-299-4470 
tvalentine@aquatrols.com 
 
 
BASF 
We Create Chemistry 
Paul Ramina:  908-413-2944 
Paul.ramina@basf.com 
 
 
Bayer U.S. 
Backed By Bayer 
Dave Sylvester: 860-841-3173 
David.sylvester@bayer.com  
 
 
Carriere Materials, LLC 
U.S. Silica Topdressing & Bunker Sands 
VFB Bunker Sands, Partac TopDressing 
Bill Carriere: 914-939-4884  
bc1000@verizon.net 
 
 
DeBuck’s Sod Farm of NY, Inc. 
120 DeBuck’s Drive 
Pine Island, NY 10969 
Greg DeBuck: 845-258-4131 
debucksodfarmny.com 
 
 
Double D Turf, LLC 
P O Box 1090 
Hightstown, NJ 08520 
Dennis DeSantis: 732-580-5516 
 
 
Finch Services, Inc. 
John Deere Golf & Turf Equipment 
George Corgan: (C)  914-893-0868 
(O) 631-727-8700 
gcorgan@finchinc.com | www.Finchinc.com 
 
 
Fisher & Son, Company 
Green Industry Professionals Since 1928 
Mike Weber: (C) 347-486-0480 
mweber@fisherandson.com 
 
 
Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc. 
Serving Turfgrass Professionals Since 1978 
Ryan Avery | Keith Kubik | Nick Alley 
(O) 973-252-6634 
www.GRIturf.com | sales@GRIturf.com 
 
 

 

Member News 

 

Get Well Wishes  

Our prayers & best wishes go out to Darren Graf from Grassland 

Equipment & Irrigation who was seriously injured in an accident 

and is presently recovering in hospital. Please reach out to Darren 

to wish him well. 

 

Retirement in 2021 

Congratulations to John North from Stone Dock Golf Course on 

his recent retirement from the golf industry.  John was the owner 

of Stone Dock and has been a active HVGCSA member since 1999   

 

 

Attention Superintendents! 

We need your help to lock  

in dates for our  

2022 Meeting schedule. 

 

Let us know ASAP  

if you can host a Meeting? 

April ? 

June? 

September? 

October? 
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After taking a year off due to the Covid-19 pandemic and with 

some familiar faces back on the team, the Philadelphia AGCS 

won the 2021 MET Team Championship at Saratoga National 

Golf Club in Saratoga, NY!  This is their fifth title in the past 16 

years, shooting a combined score of 4 under, 282!  In a tight bat-

tle at the top, Philadelphia won by 4 strokes over the defending 

champions from Connecticut.   Great play by all 8 team mem-

bers helped propel Philadelphia to the top, led by the lowest 

best-ball gross score of the day of a 3 under 69 by Jeff Haas and 

John Gosselin.  They had a well-balanced team with Rich 

Sweeney and Jon Urbanski firing the 5th lowest Net score of the 

day at 67.  Philadelphia rounded out the winning team with 

scores of 74 gross from Darren Farrar and Chet Walsh and an 

even par 72 from Greg D’Antonio and Nick Lubold. 

Fall foliage was peaking at just the right time for host superin-

tendent Joe Lucas.  Joe was on hand competing for the newly 

formed GCSA of New York and had the Roger Rulewich gem in 

tip top shape after a brutally rainy year.  Joe grew in Saratoga 

National 20 years ago and has kept the challenging layout in the 

best courses of New York ever since with fantastic greens and 

tee to green conditioning! 

Defending champion Connecticut made a good run at Philadel-

phia, but in the end the title came down to the difficult par 5 

sixth, where a best ball of 9 caused some unfortunate heartache!  

It’s believed the unnamed team is sending a case of beer to their 

other teammates for retribution.  In third place the team from 

the Pocono group edged out New Jersey by just 2 strokes.   

Once again after a challenging pandemic, the Met Area Team 

Championship was made possible by our 7 major sponsors who 

continue to step up to make this one of the best events across 

North America!  Please join me in thanking Allied Nutrients, 

BASF, Bayer, Ocean Organics, Plant Food, Syngenta and Toro as 

they continue to support this fantastic event. 

The Met Area Team Championship continues to raise money 

each year to help those in our industry going through difficult 

Met Area Team Championship….recap 
by: Andy Drohen 

Photos by: Shaun Barry 

Continued….page 8 
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times.  Over the past 10 years we have raised over $10,000 and have supported superintendents, industry 

representatives and their families in times of need.  After the last event held, we donated $1,000 to the 

Tyler Reeb Trust and $1,000 to the Scott Wiiki Memorial Scholarship Fund and also made a donation to 

PA PGA professional Justin Riegel who was tragically killed in a violent storm. Thank you to all who sup-

port these efforts with the 50/50 raffles!  If you know of anyone in need, please let us know. 

Thanks again to all our sponsors, Joe Lucas and his entire staff, and all the folks at Saratoga National GC 

for another successful championship!  A special thank you to our local GCSAA representative Kevin 

Doyle for help with registration and our resident photographer Shaun Barry for the great photos that can 

be found at  https://flic.kr/s/aHsmWY1oRS  We look forward to seeing everyone next year, so stay tuned for an-

nouncements over the winter!   

Team Scores Par 288 (Ties broken by lowest gross scores ( ), then net)            Score 

1st Philadelphia AGCS         282 

2nd Connecticut AGCS        286 

3rd Pocono Turfgrass Association                      291 

4th GCSA of New Jersey        293 

5th METGCSA         295 

6th GCSA of Cape Cod        298 

7th Long Island GCSA (72)          300 

8th Eastern Shore AGCS ( 80)                         300 

9th Northeastern GCSA        308 

10th GCSA of New York (74)                       309 

11th Hudson Valley GCSA (83)                            309 

12th GCSA of New England (75)        320 

13th Rhode Island GCSA (82)        320 

14th Mid-Atlantic AGCS        WD 

 

Skill Events 

Closest to the pin hole #5, sponsored by Ocean Organics  Steve Whipple 8’-2”- Hudson Valley GCSA 

Closest to the pin hole #7, sponsored by Bayer  Jason Meersman 1’-6” – METGCSA 

Closest to the pin hole #12, sponsored by Toro  Mike Hermanson 14’-3”- GCSA of New England  

Closest to the pin hole #15, sponsored by Plant Food Jeff Haas 4’-2” – Philadelphia AGCS 

Met Team Championship...cont’d 

https://flic.kr/s/aHsmWY1oRS
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PJ Rotella Superintendent 
Chris Dyroff recently attend-
ed the annual Dyroff family 
reunion which was held in 
upstate NY in October. Chris 
is pictured here with his sis-
ter Frank who he hadn’t seen 
in 25 years.  

 

 

 

 

Commodore Tim Walker, 
seen here at his Hudson Riv-
er boat club, will be assum-
ing the reins as HVGCSA 
President. Since the 
HVGCSA Board of Directors 
has only met once in the 
past 5 years, Tim has sug-
gested that any future meet-
ings should be held on his 
boat. And, he’ll be wearing 
his spiffy Commodore’s hat 
at all meetings.  

 

 

Florida mob boss Cal Fowx 
is seen here unconscious 
on his couch. When Cal 
objected to his wife Nancy 
going out with her girl-
friends, Nancy drugged 
both Cal and the dog. 
They both woke up the 
next morning none the 
worse for wear. 

 

By: Kevin Collins 

 

 

Garrison’s Jeff Newell was more than a little up-
set when he discovered that the club was clos-
ing and the property had been donated to the 
local Shakespeare theatre group to hold future 
performances. His response was to turn what 
was going to be the main stage area into a trail-
er park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s another great shot of Chris Dyroff and 
his lovely wife Danielle enjoying themselves at 
the recent Dyroff family reunion. Missing from 
the picture is Chris’s sister Frank who Chris 
strangled 30 minutes prior to this photo being 
taken.  



10 

 



11 

 

 

SPONSORS 
 
Harrell’s 
Growing a Better World Partner for Suc-
cess 
Scott Tretera: 914-262-8638 
Jim Seaman: 518-365-5409 
www.harrells.com  
stretera@harrells.com 
 
 
Metro Turf Specialists 
“Customers, Our Top Priority” 
Matt / Scott / Rich / Todd / Ted 
(O) 203-748-4653 (GOLF) 
www.metroturfspecialists.com 
 
 
MTE Equipment Solutions 
10 Green Mountain Drive 
Cohoes, NY 12047 
Brett Belden: (C )518-424-8839 
(O ) 518-783-0668 
 
 
Noble Turf  
25 Roland Avenue 
Mount Laurel, NJ  08054 
Brian Bontemps: 845-239-7959 
 
 
Ocean Organics 
828 Center Meadow Lane 
Danbury, CT 06810 
Kevin Collins: Territory Manager 
(C) 914-621-1151 
kevin@oceanorganics.com 
 
 
Plant Food Company, Inc. 
The Liquid Fertilizers Experts 
Dick Neufeld: 973-945-6318 
Tom Weinert: 914-262-0111   
Dave Conrad: 914-263-3244 
 
 
Saratoga Sod Farm 
1670 Route 4 
Stillwater, NY 12170 
Laurie Griffen 
(O) 518-664-5038  
Scott Gallup 
(C ) 518-877-8339 
 
 
Site One Landscape Supply 
“Stronger Together” 
2 John Walsh Blvd 
Peekskill, NY 10566 
Chad Mathieu: 914-539-5675 
cmathiru@siteone.com 
 
 
Soil Solutions, LLC 
DRILL & FILL - Aerification Professionals 
7 Whittemore Pl, Rye Brook, NY 10573 
Anthony & John Decicco 
(O) 914-393-0659   
soilsolutionsllc369@gmail.com 
 
 
 

September Meeting @ Spook Rock...recap 

A beautiful September day that felt more like a mid July day welcomed our 40+ 

members to Spook Rock Golf Course for a nice relaxing round of golf, delicious 

food and camaraderie.  The best part of my job is attending the meetings and in-

teracting with the members.  It was great to see Bill Luthin in attendance, I should 

have asked him do the meeting recap.  Spook Rock just happens to be my favorite 

course because it’s the only course in the 14 years that I’ve been playing that I 

managed somehow to score my lowest round ever (84).  It was definitely a one 

time event!   Being paired with 3 great golfers & gentlemen, Dave Lippman, Kevin 

Doyle and Steve Whipple was fun! Kevin is great with his irons….that’s why he al-

ways wins closet-to-pin prize.  I got to see how golf should be played and since we 

were walking we got in a little exercise. It was a great day! 

Many thanks to Reese & all the staff at Spook Rock for hosting our event and hav-

ing the course in great condition and making the day run smoothly. 

Results: 

Low Gross: Dave Lippman, Westchester Turf Supply (77) 

Low Net *Tie*: Guy Gurney & Steve Whipple **match of cards—Guy won. 

Closet-to-Pin: Kevin Doyle (10’7”) 

Longest Drive: Guy Gurney 

50/50 - John Wickes 

Thank you to our sponsors for their continued support!  And above all, a huge 

thanks to Grover for his great emceeing...we all know how much he loves doing it. 

 
Susan O’Dowd 
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September Meeting @ Spook Rock 
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October Meeting & Worthington Cup...recap 

 
What a day we had for our October 

Meeting/Worthington Cup at 

McCann Memorial!   It rained for 

most of the day, but that didn’t stop 

the 36 HVGCSA members & guests 

from going out to compete for the 

Worthington Cup tournament.   Our 

2020 champ Matt Topazio was unable 

to make it to the meeting to defend 

his title, but after several heavy rain 

delays that gave our competitors a chance to refuel and dry off  and 

when all was said and done, Steve Whipple from West Point came out 

on top and was crowned the 2021 Worthington Cup winner.  Congrats 

to all the winners! 

For those of you that don’t know the history of the Worthington Cup.  

The tournament was founded back in 1992 and was dedicated to Ed 

Worthington, Jr., who ran a turfcare supply business from the back of 

his truck and is the grandfather of our member Dave Dudones, Director 

of Grounds at Westchester CC.  The Worthington family have been in 

the turf business dating back to 1854.  They were credited for develop-

ing the first commercial reel mower, a technology that was later sold to    

Jacobsen in the mid 40’s. 

Many thanks to Chris Kemble & McCann Memorial GC for hosting our 

event, even with all the rain the course was in excellent shape and the 

food was great. Thanks to all our sponsors for their support and to all 

our members that came out to support our association. 

 

Susan O’Dowd 
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SPONSORS 
 

 
 
Storr Tractor Company 
3191 Highway 22, Branchburg, NJ 08876 
Steve Bradley: 908-413-3402 
Rick Krok: 908-413-3403 
Guy Gurney: 908-413-5640 
 
 
 
Syngenta  
Manufacture of Plant Protection Products  
Daconil Action, Acelepryn, Ference  
www.greencastonline.com 
 
 
 
Tanto Irrigation 
5. N. Payne Street, 
Elmsford, NY 10523 
Paul L. Guillaro: 914-262-7324 
pguillaro@tantoirrigation.com 
 
 
 
Valley Green, Inc 
205 Wilson Ave, Norwalk, CT 06854 
Gregory Moran: (C) 845-901-1358 
(O) 203-831-9748 
g.moran@valleygreenusa.com 
 
 
 
Westchester Tractor, Inc. 
60 International Boulevard 
Brewster, NY  10509 
John Apple| Jeff Underhill 
845-278-7766   
www.wtractor.com 
 
 
 
Westchester Turf Supply, Inc. 
“Serving the HVGCSA Since 1976” 
Bob Lippman: 914-447-6257  
Dave Lippman: 914-447-5192 
info@westchesterturf.com 
 

Social Events 
HVGCSA & MetGCSA Tailgate Party 

Annual Dutchess County Cornhole Classic 

The  5th Annual Cornhole Classic took place on November 4th hosted by 

Dan Wilber at The Millbrook Golf and Tennis Club. About 40 show up for 

a great day of friendly competition and trash talking.  

First Place:  Jim Seaman and his partner Chris Kemble who had to leave 
before the finals sooooooo, Brent Thompson from Silo Ridge paired up 

with Jim and rode the wave to the championship. 

Second Place: Dan Wilber and Red Hewitt |  Brian Kelly and Ron Jasmine 

This is not an official HVGCSA event, but 80% who attended were HV members. 

Tim Walker from Leewood Golf Club and his children at Michie Stadium enjoying the 

joint event with the MetGCSA on November 20th at West Point.  The cannons were 

blasting!!  Army kicked UMASS butts with 4 Touch Downs  (33 - 17)  
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One talking point that has been a lead topic at every site visit I can remember is labor.  In 

the early years it would typically revolve around the quality of the crew.  Now of course, 

discussion leans more towards volume, are you able to find enough labor.  There are for-

ward thinking people undertaking creative ways to solve those issues, and enterprising in-

dividuals blazing trails to assist others.  One recent site visit reminded me the that the old-

est marketing strategy may still be a very effective method.  While word of mouth may 

work for some, would it work for you? 

I was delighted to hear Chris Johnson at Bellport CC tell me that his labor was in good 

shape.  For this to occur on the south coast of Long Island was truly surprising to me.  I 

know so many superintendents on the Island struggle to find labor.  Johnson explained to me that a 2020 hire had 

recommended employment at the club to a family member.  She was brought on this year and was a great fit!  

Word of mouth working at its best, but is it really that easy? 

So, let’s say one of your employees approached me and wanted me to work at your facility.  What do you think 

they would say?  They could be your biggest sales staff.  Good pay, engaging work, flexible hours when needed, 

and being a wonderful place to work?   That would pique my interest.   

Now if I approached a friend of mine, one of your employees, and asked if they are hiring.  I didn’t receive the 

afore mentioned information, instead I got the opposite.  Pay is ok, no flexibility to handle personal items, some 

people are nice but all I do is string trim and rake bunkers.   

If you have tried to utilize current employees to fill out your staff, they may indeed have already given you a heads

-up about your operation.  If it worked, you may have found a great mix of the items employees are looking for.  If 

your word-of-mouth initiative wasn’t successful, understanding why could help grow your crew/business. 

This area of Foreground has expanded on employee feedback before.  The staff performing daily tasks are often the 

best resources for ideas to maximize efficiency.  We have highlighted off-season strategic planning and how build-

ing a plan with the entire staff can build ownership in those new-innovative ideas.  Consider utilizing your best 

possible sales staff, your current employees, to ensure your facility and employment opportunities are the best 

they could possibly be.  If your employees are seeking to bring friends or loved ones to your team, you know you 

have built an employee package and inclusive culture that everyone at the facility can be proud of. 

If I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me. 

kdoyle@gcsaa.org     

 

Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE 

Revamping your Hiring Process 
by: Kevin Doyle, NE GCSAA Field Staff 

mailto:kdoyle@gcsaa.org
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Upcoming 

 Events 

 

Year End Social Event 

Billy Joe’s Ribworks 

Newburgh, NY 

December 15, 2021 

 

MetGCSA 

Winter Seminar 

Westchester CC 

January 12, 2022 

 

GIS Conference 

San Diego 

February 5 - 10, 2022 

 

Nor’Easter Ski Day 

Killington Ski Resort 

February 15, 2022 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN TO MEMBERS 

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines 

you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:  

 

Get started on Facility BMP Manuals 

Once your state BMP manual is available through 

GCSAA’s BMP Planning Guide and Template you can 

easily create a facility BMP manual for your facility. Ac-

cess is easy with your GCSAA  website member log-in 

using the link immediately below, then select the facili-

ty BMP icon and go. Webinars are available to assist 

you with this easy to use tool.  

 

Access the Facility BMP tool»  

 

Upcoming FREE webcasts: 
 
Today’s Turf is …. Playable  
Dec. 14 @ noon 
Aaron J. Patton, Ph.D. 
 
Tips for Painting Your Turf  
Dec. 16 @ noon 
Sun Roesslein, CSFM 

https://www.gcsaa.org/environment/bmp-planning-guide#:~:text=Get%20started%20on,Facility%20BMP%20tool%C2%BB
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3523457997651215116
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4863222811679066384
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