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Association Motto
To promote interest and good will in the Association,
encourage good relations between members and the
clubs they represent…. And to keep up with the current developments in turf and related work…..
Bill Smart
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Congratulations
Legacy Scholarship Winner

It might also be time to invest in central air throughout
our home. The air conditioners got a work out (or
should I say, continue to get a workout) with all the humidity the summer brought as well. I’m glad we were
able to vent our greens a few times over the last couple
of months, whether it was through Plant Air, needle, or
bayonet tines, all of which helped keep the roots intact.
In the middle of the heat waves, we also backed off the
turf (greens) for a day here and there. Taking the recommendations from the USGA, while having the backing
of the club, we’d mow or roll (never both) when the days
were long. We might skip a Tuesday all together. Another way the greens turf stayed strong was a weekly topdressing program. Instead of mowing or rolling, we’d
head out with a walk behind rotary spreader and dust
the greens, giving the crown of the plant some stability.
This worked out well when we timed it with a rain event
to wash the sand in. Never would we drag or broom the
material in.

Dan Wilber, President of the HVGCSA, presented
Stephen Spontak with the 2016 Legacy Scholarship Award at the August Meeting/NYSTA event
at The Links at Union Vale, August 15th. Stephen
will be attending SUNY New Paltz.

August was pretty much a carbon copy of July, except
some of those small showers in July turned into down
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SPONSORS
Synergy Turf’s Bob “Blockbuster” Steinmann (Licensed Pyro-Technician) was
arrested at this year’s Pro Challenge Golf Tournament at Quaker Hill CC for
attempting to blow up the third tee. When exasperated Head Pro Tony Vos
headed out to the third tee to investigate, Bobby aimed a lit fire spitting roman candle at Tony to keep him at bay. There was collateral damage as the
concussive effect of the detonated explosives caused the nearby maintenance
barn to collapse. As the barn imploded around him, Superintendent Gary
Lattrell hurriedly crawled into a large freezer where he keeps his meat. After
digging Lattrell out it was reported that both he and his meat were unharmed. After the smoke finally cleared, Steinman was taken into custody
by QHCC member and Dutchess County Sheriff Butch Anderson. Bobby was
detained briefly and freed after promising to provide a fireworks spectacular
for the club at a future date, free of charge.

A.G. Enterprises
Staff Uniforms
www.agenterprisesonline.com
Rick Gordon
merrick160@gmail.com
201-488-1276 (F) 201-489-5830

Kudos to Kevin O’Brien for hosting the recent Nine & Dine at James Baird GC
in August, and kudos to Ernie Steinhofer for putting it together. I got to play
with Ed Kaufman, Ernie, Chris Strehl, and Willie Moriarity and his new bride
whose name escapes me. Willie’s better half gave him so much crap during
the round that one would guess that they had been married for quite a long
time. I initially mistook Chris Strehl for Billy Luthin since Chris shaves his
head now. After the golf we all ate and partied at the course bar and restaurant. The wing sauce was so hot that I singed my bar stool trying to quietly
pass some gas. I hope we make this an annual event.

Bayer

Attorneys representing Rockland CC’s Matt Ceplo recently filed a libel suit
against HVGCSA Foreground Scribe Kevin Collins for “defamation of environmental character”. A temporary restraining order was issued preventing
Collins from writing, thinking, referring to, or ever talking about Matt or
Rockland CC again.

Aquatrols Corp. of America
1273 Imperial Way, Paulsboro, NJ 08066
Kevin Collins, Mid Atlantic/NE TM
609-841-2077
kevin.collins@aquatrols.com
BASF

« We Create Chemistry »
Pete Jacobson: 919-530-9062
peter.jacobson@basf.com
www.betterturf.basf.us

“Backed By Bayer”
311 Carriage Drive
Kensington, CT 06037
Dave Sylvester
860-841-3173
Blue Ridge Peat Farms
133 Peat Moss Road
White Haven, PA 18661
Gene Evans & Chuck Evans
570-443-9596
Carriere Materials, LLC
U.S. Silica Topdressing & Bunker Sands
VFB Bunker Sands, Partac Topdressings
Bill Carriere: 914-937-2136
bc1000@verizon.net
Fisher and Son, Company

“Green Industry Supplier Since 1928”

Trump Surrogate and Hayworth CC Superintendent Tim Garceau will be
throwing a $500 a plate fund raiser for “The Donald” at the club in October.
The menu will include many of Mr. Trump’s favorite Mexican dishes. All
food and service will be provided by the club’s undocumented workers.

PJ Rotella’s Chris Dyroff recently received the 2016 Heidi Cullen Environmental Leadership Award for water conservation at his course. “It wasn’t too
difficult” Chris commented, “The irrigation pond went dry two months ago.”

By: Kevin Collins
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Mike Weber: (C) 347-486-0480
mweber@fisherandson.com
Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc.

Serving Turfgrass Professionals Since 1978
www.GRIturf.com sales@griturf.com
Ryan Batz: 973-252-6634
Harrell’s

“Growing a Better World
Partner for Success”
Scott Tretera: 914-262-8638
stretera@harrells.com
www.harrells.com

This month’s HVGCSA golf meeting will be held at
McCann Memorial Golf Course in Poughkeepsie, NY on
Monday, September 19th. Our host, Chris Kemble, is
only the 3rd superintendent to hold the reins at McCann
since the course opened in 1973. His predecessors, long
time HVGCSA members Paul Buccellato and the late
John Adriance, were well loved and respected by their
peers. It’s a strong legacy that Chris continues.
The Golf Course:

McCann was completed and scheduled to open in 1971
when, just prior to the grand opening, a tropical storm
pounded the area and totally washed out a large part of
the golf course. Repairs took more than a year to complete and the full 18 hole layout opened in 1973.
The McCann Foundation was set up to underwrite the
course if it slipped into the red. McCann Caven Golf
Courses Inc. was created in 1975 as a regulatory body to
oversee the proper operation of the course. Greens fees
for local residents are lower than for non-residents and
to this day the course has not cost the taxpayers of
Poughkeepsie a dime.
The course plays 6524 yards from the tips and par is 72.
All par threes on the course are not overly long and all
par fives are reachable in two for the big hitters, none
measuring more than 471 yards from the white tees.

If you are wondering how the golf course got its name,
wonder no further. James J. McCann was a local
Poughkeepsie businessman who left a sizable estate to
various charities upon his death to do good works. One
of his wishes was for the construction of a municipal
golf course. His wish was granted and the city of
Poughkeepsie donated land for the project and construction began in 1969.
McCann was designed by architect William Mitchell
and is noted for its large greens and narrow fairways.
Mitchell left his mark in the Hudson Valley and Long
Island designing Tarry Brae, Putnam National, Otterkill, Woodcrest Club and Pine Hollow, to name a few.

Chris Kemble:
Our host began his golf maintenance career in 2000
working on the crew at Beekman CC. With Superintendent Bobby Steinman’s encouragement, Chris developed
a true fondness for his chosen profession. “Bobby influenced me to stay in the industry,” Chris recalled, “He
taught me about the maintenance and operation of the
golf course and took me to a lot of HVGCSA meetings.
Bobby’s innate skill as an agronomist was a huge help,
he’s one of the best. And he’s still doing it, always helping guys out.” In 2006 Chris completed his 2 year
turfgrass degree at Rutgers University and became Bob’s
assistant. Chris remained at Beekman until the next important opportunity beckoned.
In 2008 Chris decided to move on and took a position at
Westchester CC working for Joe Alonzi. “Joe taught me
what it was like to operate in a private higher level golf
environment. I learned about paying attention to the
smallest details and budgets and the logistics of such
continued.....page 7
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The Links at Union Vale
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September Meeting....cont’d
a large operation. I gained a lot of valuable experience
working for Joe.”
In 2009, Chris was hired as the superintendent of Southern Dutchess GC in Beacon, NY. Chris fondly recalls, “I
loved the work at Southern Dutchess because it was so
hands-on. I had a really small crew. The membership
was great and made me feel very welcome and secure.
The members themselves would pitch in and help with
projects and aeration. It was a real “blue collar” club.”
In January of 2013, Chris moved north to become the superintendent of the McCann and College Hill golf courses.
It’s a big operation. McCann has 18 full and part time employees and College Hill has five. Dominic Buccellato
(Paul’s son), Chris’ assistant at College Hill, runs the crew
for the nine hole tract and does a great job. Chris’ main
go to guy at McCann is the iconic Red Hewitt who maintains the equipment fleet and runs the crew when Chris is
out of pocket.
Since McCann is run by a foundation, Chris works closely
with McCann Caven President Patrick Gartland. “Patrick
is committed to bring the golf courses and the facilities to
another level whether it is updating the equipment or
planning and funding course projects,” Chris remarked,
“Patrick is very supportive and has made my job much
easier.”
On the personal side, Chris is an avid sportsman who
loves to play golf (22 handicap – really Chris?), hunt, and
fish. Once a year in October, Chris and his family head
upstate for a week of salmon fishing in Pulaski, NY.
Chris met his soulmate Renee through an acquaintance in
2006. It was a long distance relationship at first since
Renee lived in Florida. In 2007, Renee moved to NY and
they were married in 2009. Their union has produced
three lovely young ladies, Cienna-6, Aubrey-3 and Taylor1. Chris adores his little girls!!
We look forward to a great turnout on September 19th.
Get off the couch and come and join the fun!!
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EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN by Guy Gurney
I don’t know about everyone else, but for me this will be a summer to remember. The
never ending summer that just does not want to go away. I think just about every rainstorm missed me this year. Good news is the rain gear only got used once this year so
it will be good to go for 2017. I could go on and on complaining about this summer
weather, but instead I would like to help you get through your day with a bunch of useless golf facts.
1.

Don’t feel bad about your high handicap, 80% of all golfers will never achieve a
handicap of less than 18. (Sorry Billy)

2.

The word “caddy” comes from the French word for student, “cadet”, which is pronounced cad-DAY.

3.

Tiger Woods has won 77 PGA tournaments already.

4.

The chances of making two holes-in-one in a round of golf are one in 67 million.

5.

The term “birdie” comes from an American named Ab Smith. While playing a
round in 1899, he played what he described as a “bird of a shot”, which became
“birdie” over time.

6.

Jack Nicklaus won the Masters a record 6 times.

7.

The world’s first ever golf tournament for women was held on New Year’s Day in
1811 at Musselburgh.

8.

Tiger Woods is 6’ 1” tall.

9.

The longest recorded drive on an ordinary course is one of 515 yards by Michael
Hoke Austin of Los Angeles, California, in the US National Seniors Open Championship at Las Vegas, Nevada on September 25, 1974.

10. A Putt Measured at 140 feet and 2 3/4 inches on the 18th at St. Andrews was sunk
by Bob Cook in the International Fourball Pro Am Tournament on October 1,
1976.
11. The highest golf course in the world is the Tactu Golf Club in Morococha, Peru,
which sits 14,335 feet above sea level at its lowest point.
12. John Hudson, a 25 year old professional, achieved a near miracle when he holed
two consecutive holes-in-one at the 11th and 12th holes (195 yards and 311 yards
respectively) in the 1971 Martini Tournament at Norwich, England.
13. In March, 1961, Lou Kretlow got the longest hole-in-one at the 427 yards 16th
hole at Lake Hefner course, Oklahoma City, USA.
14. The driver swing speed of an average lady golfer is 62mph; 96mph for an average
LPGA professional; 84mph for an average male golfer; 108mph for an average
PGA Tour player; 130mph for Tiger Woods; 148-152mph for a national long drive
champion.
15. Phil Mickelson, who plays left-handed, is actually right handed. He learned to play
golf by mirroring his father’s golf swing, and he has used left handed golf clubs
ever since.
I can only hope that I managed to take your mind off of your course for a few seconds.
P.S. I know it is a bit late but if you need any mums I am running a fundraiser for my
son’s soccer team. They are $8 for 8” pots. Orders due by 9/18 delivered 9/26 approx.
Red, Yellow, White, Bronze or Lavender. We will also be doing Poinsettias later in the
year.
Thanks in advance.
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SPONSORS
Metro Turf Specialists

Proudly Celebrating 50 years in Business
“Customers, Our Top Priority”
Scott / Rich / Todd / Jake / Matt
O) 203-748– GOLF (4653)
www.metroturfspecialists.com
Plant Food Company, Inc.

“The Liquid Fertilizers Experts”
Dick Neufeld: 973-945-6318
Tom Weinert: 914-262-0111
Dave Conrad: 914-263-3244
Saratoga Sod Farm
1670 Route 4
Stillwater, NY 12170
Laurie Griffen
(O) 518-664-5038 (C) 518-265-0160
Satch Sales, Inc.
Club Car Golf & Utility Vehicles
Red Max Power Equipment
63 Broadway, Menands, NY 12204
Bernie Jorgensen
(C) 518-281-4371 (O) 518-426-5002
Seeton Turf Warehouse, LLC
25 Roland Avenue
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
Brian Bontemps: 845-239-7959
Brian Gjelsvik: 973-670-7139
SiteOne Landscape Supply
5 Leo Lane, New Windsor, NY 12553
Chad Mathieu: (C) 914-539-5675
cmathieu@siteone.com
Soil Solutions, LLC

Aerification Professionals
7 Whittemore Pl, Rye Brook, NY 10573
Anthony & John DeCicco
(O) 914-393-0659 (F) 914-939-5010
Steven Willand, Inc.
4 Production Dr, Brookfield, CT 06804

“Quality Turf Equiment”
George Corgan: (C) 914-213-3622
gcorgan@stevenwillandinc.com
www.switurf.com
Storr Tractor Company
3191 Highway 22
Branchburg, NJ 08876
Steve Bradley: 908-413-5640
Rick Krok: 908-413-3403

GCSAA—Kevin Doyle

Upcoming
Events
September Meeting
McCann Golf Course
September 19, 2016

Met Team
Championship
Country Club of Scranton
September 26, 2016

October Meeting
Annual Elections
Worthington Cup
Wiltwyck Golf Club
October 17, 2016

Tailgate Party
West Point
Michie Stadium
October 15, 2016

It was a pleasure to join the Baltusrol staff and Director of Grounds, and GCSAA past president, Mark
Kuhns, CGCS, along with Upper Course Superintendent James Devaney and Lower Course
(Championship Course) Superintendent Dan Kilpatrick for the 2016 PGA Championship. I found my
eight days to be extremely busy, fun, and very rewarding. While I hope my tasks were helpful to the grounds leaders and
staff, I would like to explain more about the people involved than the
challenges of preparation on the course.
Kuhns is not unlike many long time superintendents in this industry, he
has touched the lives of many professionals through the years and developed a turf family tree of sorts. Most of those on the grounds team for
the 2016 PGA Championship were members of that family. While stops
at Laurel Valley, Oakmont, and Baltusrol may lead you to believe building this tree has come easy, I can say with certainty that has not been
the case.
Kuhns and his senior staff work hard to populate a very rewarding internship program. They must engage universities and students, try and
offer great benefits and opportunities, and deliver an experience that
will enable those who take part to be successful in the future, just like
many of you strive to do. Kuhns is a Penn State grad (and very proud of
it), a relationship he utilizes. The GCSA of New Jersey has a tremendous
relationship with Rutgers, which he uses to recruit. Kuhns is an active
member of the Canadian Golf Superintendents Association (CGSA), so
he strives to engage turf students from across Canada to join him for the
summer. None of these happen without lots of time and effort, and believe it or not, he continually struggles to fill his intern staff year after
year.
How might his program differ? Kuhns makes continuing education a
priority for his interns. They attend the annual Rutgers field day, building on their turf school knowledge. Kuhns engages local affiliates to
provide beneficial information to his interns on site, adding to those educational offerings. He and the staff cross train the interns on as many
on-course duties as possible, broadening their hands-on knowledge base
as much as possible.
Offering opportunities like these may take resources that are not available to you, and that is understandable. Housing, travel expenses, and
the loss of a valued staff member for critical times during the summer
continued....page 11
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Last Meeting......recap

SPONSORS
Synergy Turf Supply

Our last meeting was the Annual NYSTA Fundraiser formally known as
the Sullivan County Steve Smith Memorial Challenge (now known as the
NYSTA Steve Smith Memorial Challenge.) This has always been a successful event for many years, and was always held at the Grossinger's
GC, Mike McNamara our perennial host. Many great memories!! This
year our new venue was The Links at Union Vale, Chris Strehl our host
for the day. What a great venue and what a great turnout! 97 players
took to the Links to compete. It was very fitting that Mike, wife Emily
and daughter Kelly were able to be on hand and enjoy the day with the
rest of us. We had a great showing from our friends in the Northeast,
friends from the Met, and also a few Jersey guys. Michigan State University had an alumni meeting consisting of Steve Luty, Dan Madar, Stephen
Kay, Corey Reisedorf, and Yours Truly. The NYSTA crew were out in full
force - Beth Semi, Greg Chorvas, Tom Wright, Steve Whipple, and Mike
Maffei. The Garceau alumni had their own foursome, but did not play
together- Tim Garceau, Rob Bressler, Chris Strehl, and Matt Topazio.
This event was the brain child of Dan Madar many years ago, the reins
were then taken over by Sean Taggert, and is now in the capable hands
of Steve Whipple. A great sustaining event supporting a great organization.
Golf Awards:

“Agronomic Professionals”
Bobby Steinman, CGCS / Cell: 860-488-2822
bobby7777@aol.com
Ernie Steinhofer, CGCS / Cell: 860-488-0533
ejsturfinc@gmail.com
Syngenta
Manufacture of Plant Protection Products
Daconil Action, Acelepryn, Ference, Secure
Lee A. Kozsey: 215-796-0409
Brian Goudey: 518-764-2412
www.greencastonline.com
The Care of Trees
458 Lexington Ave
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
Greg Gutter
(O) 914-241-8110
914-490-3830
Silo(C)
Ridge—Hole
1 Before
Valley Green, Inc
205 Wilson Ave, Norwalk, CT 06854
Gregory Moran: (C) 845-901-1358
(O) 203-831-9748
Westchester Tractor, Inc.
60 International Boulevard
Brewster, NY 10509
John Apple - Charlie Siemers
845-278-7766
www.wtractor.com

1st Place - Team Links at Union Vale - Chris Strehl, Captain
2nd Place - Team Woodstock GC - John Rizza, Captain
3rd Place - Team Willand/Jacobsen - George Corgan, Captain
Closest to Pin: Joe Alonzi
Longest Drive: Jack Villetto, Jr.

Many thanks to Chris and staff including assistant Mike and mechanic
Joe for all their hard work in course preparation. Many thanks to the Pro
Shop and hospitality staff for their immense Irish hospitality. Thanks to
Ernie and Beth for working registration. Thanks to Steve Whipple for all
his time in running the show- like clockwork. Thanks to all our sponsors
for the day, especially premier sponsors - Steven Willand/Jacobsen and
Synergy Turf. Thanks to all the clubs and individuals for the raffle donations.
Also, good to see Wilfred MacDonald’s chairman, Jim Pelrine. Jim almost
didn’t make it to the meeting. A few days before our event he went to
play golf with Bob Dickenson, a long time Upper Montclair retired Super.
When heading down the Garden State Parkway, Bob's car caught fire and
burned to the ground. They were lucky to get out okay, but Jim lost his
golf clubs, phone and wallet. He managed to get some loaner clubs and
made it to our event. Ironically, Bob's car was a Chevy Blazer (get itBlazer).
On that note, next meeting is at McCann GC, Chris Kemble's place.
Hope to see you there!
Bill Luthin
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Westchester Turf Supply, Inc.
“Serving the HVGCSA for 40 Years”
Bob Lippman: 914-447-6257
Dave Lippman: 914-447-5192
info@westchesterturf.com
Wickes Arborists
Silo Ridge—Hole 1 After
11 McNamara Road
Spring Valley, NY 10977
John Wickes: (C) 914-906-3264
(O) 845-354-3400 john@irawickes.com
Wilfred MacDonald Inc.
Turf Equipment Specialists
Bill Luthin (C) 201-214-5901
(O) 888-831-0891 (F) 201-931-1730
billy@wilfredmacdonald.com
Winfield Solutions, LLC

“Service, Solutions, Insight”
Mike DiLorenzo, CGCS: 518-428-8625
mwdilorenzo@landolakes.com
www.winfieldpro.com

GCSAA - Kevin Doyle......cont’d
season might be beyond your facilities ability. Are you
focusing on what you can offer? Could you engage your
affiliates for educational opportunities at your course? Is
it possible for you to take your intern to a UMass or
UConn or Rutgers field day? What about an opportunity
to introduce your intern to peers at a chapter meeting or
other networking events? Can you utilize the successes
of your past interns to engage potential new ones? Do
you keep in touch with past interns and assist them in
furthering their careers, if applicable?
Kuhns success in building an internship program paid
dividends at the 2016 PGA Championship. GCSAA docu-

mented some of the stories of this success:
http://gcm.typepad.com/gcm/2016/07/class-is-in-session-atbaltusrol.html
http://gcm.typepad.com/gcm/2016/07/my-entry-9.html
http://gcm.typepad.com/gcm/2016/07/my-entry-3.html

facility. For that reason, GCSAA has developed a vast
collection of educational opportunities, tools and
resources to help courses manage and maintain their
equipment. Resources are located here.

Upcoming FREE webcasts:
Sept. 20: Renovating Kentucky Bluegrass Fairways
Sept. 21: Enhancing Your Weed Control Program: Cool
-season Turf
Sept. 28: Time Management & Goal Setting for Success
Now - Equipment Management Series
Sept. 29: Using Alternatives to Methyl Bromide to Kill
Existing Vegetation
Oct. 27: Drilling Tools and Techniques - Equipment
Management Series
Nov. 3: Benefits of Golf Courses: A Case Study in Auckland
Dec. 1 : Increase Your Value: Effective Communications & Your Blog
Jan. 18: Look at Your Irrigation System’s Distribution
Uniformity

Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free
to contact me.

http://gcm.typepad.com/gcm/2016/07/my-entry-7.html

Kevin Doyle
I would enjoy hearing how you fill your intern positions,
and what helps make your program a success for your
club and interns. Perhaps sharing any successes and
struggles will help build a better program for you, your
colleagues and future interns alike! Because at events big
or small, courses in the national spotlight or under your
watch, so often it is more about the people than anything
else.

kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

Welcome New Member

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines
you

GCSAA Field Staff

Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:

Class B
Matthew Bennett
Country Club at Otterkill

Resources for equipment maintenance
and management
GCSAA knows that each member of the golf course
maintenance team plays a vital role in the success of their
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